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The aims and purposes of the Association shall be set 
forth in the agreement of the Association as follows: 

”To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection of 
coins and medals; to conduct courses of study in the 
art and science of numismatics; to give and otherwise 
sponsor lectures, exhibitions, displays, and functions 
pertaining to the appreciation and understanding of 
the art and science of numismatics..." 


(excerpts from NENA by-laws) 





YOU HAVE THE QUESTIONS: 

Bowers and Merena has the Answers! 


When the time comes for you to 
sell, choosing the auction firm that 
will realize for you the highest pos¬ 
sible market price is the most im¬ 
portant decision you will make. 

1 low do you make such a decision? 

Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena has the answers: 

What auction firm holds 
the most important all- 
time price records? 

A Bowers and Merena! Of 
the top 10 world’s record 
prices for American coins, 
we hold six: more than all of our 
competitors combined. 


Q 


Q 


What auction firm has cata¬ 
logued and sold the three 
most valuable United States 
collections ever to be offered? 


jg Bowers and Merena! To be 
ZM specific: The record-break 
ing sales of the $25,000,000 
Garrett Collection, the $20,000,000 
Norweb Collection, and the 
$12,400,000 Eliasberg Collection 
stand as landmark achievements. 


Q 


What firm holds an unsur¬ 
passed reputation for financial in¬ 
tegrity and auction achievement? 

Bowers and Merena! We have sold 
hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth 
‘ of coins for well over 10,000 collectors, 
s, museums, institutions, and agencies 



including The Johns Hopkins Uni¬ 
versity, The New York Public 
Library,The Massachusetts His¬ 
torical Society, and numerous 
other well-known organizations. 

Q What firm has won 
the most numismatic 
awards and honors? 

A Bowers and Merena! We 
have received more Nu¬ 
mismatic Literary Guild 
honors and Professional Numis¬ 
matists Guild honors for our pub¬ 
lications than have all of our com¬ 
petitors combined! 

Q What firm has the most 
enthusiastic, most ag¬ 
gressive buyers? 

A Bowers andMerena! Our 
worldwide clientele of 
buyers, many of the same 
buyers who have set the price 
records mentioned above, will 
compete for your coins as well. 

Whether your collection is worth 
several thousand or many millions 
of dollars, we look forward to work¬ 
ing with you. We will present your 
coins in our superbly illustrated 
Grand Format™ catalogues to a world-wide 
mailing list of proven buyers. 

Call Dr. Rick Bagg, our Director of Auc¬ 
tions, or Q. David Bowers, our chairman, 
toll-free. There is no obligation; just the op¬ 
portunity to sell your rare coins or complete 
collection for the very best market price. 


Auctions by bowers and merena, Inc. 

Box 1224 • XVolfeboro, NH 03894 • Toll-Free: 1-800-458-4646 • In NH: 569-5095 • Fax: (603) 569-5219 
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1995 MEDAL DESIGN SELECTED 


At the February 12th NENA Board of Directors meeting, the 
winning design was selected for the 1995 medal 
commemorating the 51st NENA Conference and Convention. 
The designer is Clayton F. Sherry of Springfield, Massachusetts 
who also designed the 1991 and 1973 NENA medals. The 
design was submitted by A. George Mallis. It commemorates 
the bicentennial of the first United States EAGLE. The 10-dollar 
gold piece was first issued in 1795. 

Ordering instructions for the 1995 medal will appear in the next 
issue of NENA NEWS . Remember, the only way you can 
ensure that you receive a medal is to order early. Don't be 
disappointed like many last year when the medals sold out early 
in the day at the convention. 


NENA PRESIDENT ISSUES 1995 
WOOD 



As part of a continuing series, NENA President Bob Fritsch has 
issued a wood for 1995 for use as his calling card. The size of 
a traditional wooden nickel, it portrays the NENA logo on the 
obverse, with the date of issue and his address and title on the 
reverse. Each NENA member will receive a copy of the wood 
in this issue of NENA News. Additional copies may be obtained 
by sending 25 cents per wood + a 32c SASE or 5/$1 + a 55c 
LSASE to P.O. Box 3003; Nashua, NH 03061-3003. 





NENA MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

This Winter 1995 issue of NENA NEWS is being mailed to 
more than 480 members and member clubs, and 
associated organizations with whom we exchange 
newsletters. As of March 1, 1995, NENA had 137 Life 
Members and 9 Life Member Clubs, 313 Regular 
Members and 14 Clubs, and 12 Junior Members. 

1995 Dues bills were mailed to 243 members and clubs 
in February; the others had prepaid their 95 dues at New 
England '94 . Thus far the response has been 
encouraging, and several members have included 
donations to the Past Presidents Fund for the benefit of 
our YN program with their dues checks. 

Although we are called the New England Numismatic 
Association, NENA has members across the country — 
396 members live in New England; 40 in New York and 
New Jersey; 8 in Pennsylvania; 7 in Florida; 5 each in 
Arizona and California; 3 each in Maryland, Ohio, and 
Wisconsin; 2 each in Tennessee and North Carolina; and 
1 each in Delaware, Minnesota, Illinois, Texas, and 
Colorado, and two members reside in Canada. 

Life Membership dues is $100 for individuals and clubs. 
Regular Membership is $10 annually for individuals and 
clubs. Junior Membership is $5 annually for members 
under age 18. 

For membership information, write NENA,P.O. Box 383, 
Newtonville MA 02160. 


COIN SHOW NEWS 

APRIL 2, SUNDAY: COIN SHOW, COIN CLUB OF GREATER 
NEW BEDFORD, VFW POIRIER POST, 929 ASHLEY 
BOULEVARD, NEW BEDFORD MA , (508) 378-9801 

APRIL 8, SATURDAY: MAINE NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, 
ELKS LODGE, CONGRESS STREET, PORTLAND ME, 

(207) 775-1656 




COIN SCALES AND COIN WEIGHTS 

by A. George Mallis 
Part II 

Note A continuation of Part I which appeared in the NENA NEWS 

Summer 1994 issue. 

Part I discussed the early background of the equal arm balance 
scales and the use of weights with these scales. With the 
introduction of rudimentary coinage at about 650 BC in the 
Kingdom of Lydia, then located in Asia Minor, the need to weigh 
coins became necessary. This need became paramount when, 
in the late 15th Century, the Renaissance Period of Europe was 
drawing to a close and inter-country travel became more 
common. It was not at all unusual to find gold and silver coins 
of one country being used to purchase goods and commodities 
in one or more foreign countries. An excellent example of such 
a coin was the DUCAT first introduced at about 1150 AD by 
Roger II, King of Sicily, and still being minted today by the 
Netherlands mint. This coin, universally accepted throughout 
Europe, had a weight of 3.50 grams and a fineness of 0.986. 

To further complicate foreign exchange, in 16th Century Europe, 
the many of what are now "European countries" as they later 
became known did not exist as such. In fact, France, Italy, 
Spain and Germany were not then unified under a central 
government. For example, both Italy and Germany did not 
become united as single entities until the 1870's. Prior to that 
time, they consisted of a number of City/States under the rule of 
noblemen or religious heads who issued their own money. To 
add further to the confusion, many of the fiefdom of Spain 
France and Italy were constantly fighting for independence, 
acquiring it for a short period of time and then being 
reconnoitered again, as witness Portugal and the Low countries 
with Spain. 

In addition to these political problems, there was the fact that 
there was no accepted standard of weights applicable to these 
governments. In England the basic unit for gold and silver was 
the POUND made up of 12 Troy ounces. Each Troy ounce was 
divided into 20 pennyweights composed of 24 grains each, the 
Troy pound had a weight of 373.246 grams. English gold since 
1526 had a fineness of 0.91 6-Yt. France, on the other hand, 
used the LIVRE but being initially fragmented, the Livre of Paris 
was reckoned at 16 ONCES and had a weight of 489.50 grams 
while the Livre of Troyes was computed at 12 onces and had a 
weight exactly the same as the English pound. French gold 



coins during the same period as the above noted English coins, 
had a fineness that varied from 0.958 to 0.900. The same was 
true in the various German City/States where the PFUND varied 
from 467.04 grams in Aachen to 498.50 grams in Bremen to 
467.62 grams in Cologne. These pounds were based upon the 
old German subdivisions of a pound being equal to 32 loth. It 
should be noted that basically, these were all of the avoirdupois 
weight rather that the 12 ounce Troy weight. 

Taking all of the above into account and the fact that the 
average merchant of that time had little or no numeral literacy, 
it can be seen that some means had to be found so that the 
foreign exchange between nations could readily take place. The 
answer was boxed equal arm balance scales and a series of 
MONETIFORM weights. Monetiform is the numismatic name 
applied to coin weights that have stamped thereon devices that 
resemble the actual money. 

Photograph 1 shows a French circa 1694 money lenders or 
bankers boxed set of weights with an equal arm balance. There 
are twelve coin weights, each marked with a device tha would 
indicate exactly for which gold coin the weight was to be used. 
Written in French above each weight is the name of the coin to 
which each weight applies. This boxed set was made by Jean 
Reyne of Bordeaux. Clearly identified by their monetiform 
devices are coin weights for French, Spanish and Portugese 
coins. 




Photograph 2 shows the label from a circa 1740 English made 
boxed set of scales and weights that were used in the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony of Colonial America. Here the label 
indicates various coins that were current in the Colony, their 
weight and lawful value. In addition is shown the value in 
Massachusetts Old Tenor. This was a reference to the first 
paper money issued by the Colony to finance King William’s 
War, circa 1690, and for which England did not reimburse the 
Colony until 1750. Meanwhile, the value of the paper had 
depreciated to the point where it was almost worthless as 
evidenced by the fact that it required 2£ 10s in paper to obtain 
one Spanish Milled Dollar. For this boxed scale, the weights 
were in English pennyweight and grains which indicated that the 
circa 1740 Colonial merchants were at least minimally 
numerically literate. 

The third photograph is an English circa 1800 coin scale and 
weights, made by Thomas Williams, 71 Cannon Street, London. 
In the case are knobbed weights for five specific English coins: 
e.g.; GUINEA, HALF & THIRD, and SOVEREIGN & HALF. The 
box itself is of leather with rounded ends, lined on the inside in 
red velvet and divided into six compartments. 










In the final installment, Part III, will be covered counterfeit coin 
detectors. 
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51STNENA CONFERENCE AND 
CONVENTION - BE THERE!! 




PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 


One of the major concerns in our hobby today is the 
"graying" of the participants. The average age of the active 
numismatist is rising. In other words, we are getting older and 
not enough young people are coming into the hobby. It is up to 
us to find them. 

Young Numismatist programs are seen as the infallible 
solution to this problem. I beg to disagree. I believe while YN 
programs are absolutely vital to the growth of the hobby, they 
are like sowing seeds. Most YNs do not stay. They collect coins 
for a while then something else comes along. Sure, there are 
notable exceptions, but they are few and far between. 

I say this because somewhere around the age of 16, the 
YN discovers cars and the opposite sex. They get a job to 
support these new interests, and largely forget their coin 
collections. They finish high school, go to college, get a job, and 
perhaps get married. And around the age of 25, they may be 
ready to come back into the hobby. THESE are the people we 
should recruit every time we find one, for they can now afford to 
seriously pursue numismatics. 

How many times have you heard someone say, "I used 
to collect coins when I was a kid." That should be the call to 
arms for any collector who hears it. Talk with that person, get 
them interested again, invite them down to your club's meeting, 
take them to a coin show, and get them back into the hobby 
For our future lies with those people. 

Where can you find them? How about at work, in your 
church, down at the Legion, at hobby clubs (like model railroads 
to name one), social clubs, or a stranger sitting next to you on 
an airplane ride. Be on the lookout for these folks and try to get 
them back into the hobby. 

I watch for them on the internet, and will privately 
correspond with the ones I find. I think I was successful in 
getting a gentleman in South Carolina interested, after seeing 
his novice query in my area of expertise on a coins newsgroup. 
I'm also working on another gentleman locally. 

My message to each of you reading this is to never let 
an opportunity to introduce somebody to this wonderful hobby 
slip by. Always be on the alert for that former YN and get them 
back into collecting. If each of us recruited just one new person, 
our hobby in New England would no longer be graying. The 
local clubs would be robust, flowing with new energy, and 
hopefully, each one of our new friends would also become a 
member of NENA. Happy collecting! - Bob Fritsch 


NUMISMATICS ONLINE 

by 

Robert F. Fritsch 

We are all residents of the Information Age. Computers 
are in common use, and most homes in America have at least 
one. Technology is rapidly presenting new innovations to assist 
us to become citizens of the global network. [Some say it's too 
much, but that's another story.] 

One medium that is growing at fantastic rates is the 
online computer. Several services offer the consumer a chance 
to "Cruise the Information Superhighway." There is so much 
information available online that it is truly overwhelming. The 
traveller on the Superhighway can find literally anything, from 
discussions about metaphysics to dirty jokes. It is said that 95% 
of what one finds online is pure dreck. But the other 5% is pure 
gold. [You are free to play with these figures, but garbage wins 
by a huge margin.] 

Some of the gold are the discussions about coins. I 
regularly read three such discussions on the Internet, the 
worldwide network of computer users. Most online services like 
AOL, Prodigy, and Delphi not only provide access to the 
Internet, but have their own coin discussion groups. If you are 
online, chances are you can join these discussions also. 

The main Internet has many discussion groups (called 
mail lists) concerning just about anything you can think of. Most 
lists work pretty much the same. First, the member subscribes 
to the list of interest. Some lists have thousands of people, 
some have less than fifty. When anybody posts E-Mail 
(Electronic Mail) to the list, it is distributed to all subscribers. E- 
Mail is like receiving a letter via the Postal Service. The 
advantage is personal delivery over your service, but the 
disadvantage is large amounts of E-Mail in your mailbox. If your 
service charges for each E-Mail handled, fees can be high 
indeed. 

One alternative to mail lists is the USENET 
Newsgroups. These newsgroups are similar to a newspaper 
with lots of correspondents. You as a subscriber do not receive 
any mail; rather, you access the newsgroup and read what is 
there. You can post comments to a newsgroup if you want to 
make a contribution, which in effect makes you a "reporter." 
The advantage is low mail volumes while the disadvantage is 
loss of continuity ("posts" can be lost or not downloaded on a 
particular day). 

In my experience, Mail Lists tend to attract the more 
serious people while the newsgroups get a lot of novice or 


infantile comments/questions. [Don't forget that kids also cruise 
the Superhighway ] 

I have found two Mail Lists that concern coins on the 
Internet. The first is general questions and discussions about 
the hobby. Its name is "coins@uni.edu". The second list has 
serious discussions about classical numismatics. Its address is 
"NUMISM-L@UNIVSCVM.CSD.SCAROLINA.EDU". Each is a 
subscriber list, and there are many well-known names on both. 
ANA and ANS are subscribers. Many countries are represented 
also. 

There is one USENET newsgroup concerning our 
hobby: "rec.collecting.coins". This is where you see a lot of 
questions like "How much is my silver dollar worth? It was 
made in 1881 and looks really good." This newsgroup is fertile 
ground for finding potential new collectors (see the President's 
Comments in this issue). 

All it takes to go online is a computer with a modem, a 
telephone line, and an online service to call. Give it a try. I will 
be glad to help you subscribe to the coins mail lists if you have 
trouble with the instructions below. My E-Mail address is 
"rfritsch@rapnet.sanders.lockheed.com". See you on the 
Internet. 

The information below was taken directly from the 
coins@uni.edu list. It explains the various numismatic offerings 
found online. Access to any given one is determined by how 
your online connection is made. 

NAME: coins@cobra.uni.edu 

WHAT: a maillist. You send email to the address and it is then 
distributed to all other subscribers. 

FOCUS: Coins, exonumia, the works. 

HOW: send email to coins-request@cobra.uni.edu with this 
message subscribe <Your Name Here> this MUST go 
in the body. Putting it in the Subject for redundancy is 
redundant. Also, the mail MUST go to coins-request 
NOT to coins. 

NAME: rec.collecting.coins 

WHAT: a maillist. You send email to the address and it is then 
distributed to all other subscribers. 

FOCUS: Coins, exonumia, the works. 

HOW: Your site manager subscribes to the list and brings it in 
to local users as a menu option. 


NAME: NUMISM-L@UNIVSCVM.CSD.SCAROLINA.EDU 

WHAT: a maillist. You send email to the address and it is then 
distributed to all other subscribers. 

FOCUS: Ancient and Medieval ONLY for academics, 
librarians, and curators, mostly. 

HOW: send email to LISTSERV@UNIVSC.CSD. 

SCAROLINA.EDU with this message SUB NUMISM-L 
'Your Name Here" this MUST go in the body. Putting it 
in the Subject for redundancy is redundant. Also, the 
mail MUST go to LISTSERV not to NUMISM-L 

NAME: NIN: Numismatic Information Network 

WHAT: The American Numismatic Association, serving 22,000 
members around the world 

FOCUS: For ANA members. The business of being a club. 

HOW: Members of the ANA and appropriate others send 
email toana@athena.csdco.com. The General Office 
anamem@athena.csdco.com. Membership (Five other 
addresses @athena are listed. More exist.) 

NAME: CompuServ 

WHAT: A bulletin board service (BBS) of international scope 
and universal appeal with banking, travel, and sex. The 
ANA User ID is 74212,554. 

Command: Go Collectibles <enter>. 

Command: ANA Money Bytes <enter> 

FOCUS: Coins, exonumia, the works. 

HOW: Contact CompuServe. Sign-up with a credit card. 
Charges start at about $25 per month and run about 
$50 to $100 depending on how much time you use. 
Find CompuServe listed as an advertiser in computer, 
science, and technology magazines for the general 
public. 

NAME: Prodigy 

WHAT: A bulletin board service (BBS) of international scope 
and universal appeal with banking, travel, shopping, 
and no sex. The ANA User ID is NUM199A. Command: 
Jump Collectibles <enter> 

Command: Coins and Currency <enter> 

FOCUS: Coins, exonumia, the works. 

HOW: Contact Prodigy. Sign-up with a credit card. Charges 
start at about $25 per month and run about $50 to $100 
depending on how much time you use. Find Prodigy 
listed as an advertiser in computer, science, and 
technology magazines for the general public. 


NAME: The Well 

WHAT: An avatar bulletin board service (BBS) of intergalactic 
scope and cosmic appeal with self-employment, 
anarchy, gay, and hackers. Home of the Grateful Dead 
online. 

Command: Go Collect <enter> 

Command: B <enter> to browse the menu. (This is 
homebrew under UNIX. You'll need a manual.) 

FOCUS: Numismatics, Barbie Dolls, Marbles, etc. 

HOW: Contact The Well at (415) 332-0498. Sign up with a 
credit card. Charges start at about $25 per month and 
run about $50 to $100 depending on how much time 
you use. 

NAME: GEnie 

WHAT: A bulletin board service (BBS) of international scope 
and universal appeal with science fiction, small 
business, and games. The ANA User ID is ANA.HQ 
Command: COINS <enter> 

Command: Set 30 <enter> 

FOCUS: Coins, exonumia, the works. 

HOW: Contact GEnie or, for a special Numismatic sign-up 
offer, Lloyd de Vries at stamps.rt@genie.geis.com 
Charges start at $8.95 per month and run higher 
depending on how much time you use. The Coin 
Collecting areas -Bulletin Board, Real-Time 
Conferences, Libraries - are at present part of the 
Stamp Collecting RoundTable. 


EXHIBITORS WANTED!! 

SEIZE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE 
YOUR FAVORITE COINS , CURRENCY, 
MEDALS, EXONUMIA - WHATEVER - 
WITH YOUR FELLOW NENA 
MEMBERS AND CONVENTION 
VISITORS A T NEW ENGLAND '95 - 
DETAILS IN THE NEXT NEN A NEWS 




MINUTES OF THE NOVEMBER 5, 1994 
NENA BOARD MEETING 


The regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the New 
England Numismatic Association was convened at 10:13 am on 
Saturday 5 November 1994 at the Royal Plaza Hotel in 
Marlborough, Massachusetts, with President Robert Fritsch in 
the Chair. All Directors were present with the following 
exceptions who were excused; Kittredge, Kiley, Emerson, 
Gentile, and Melick. There were no guests. John Ferreri of 
Connecticut and Dick Lavimodiere of Rhode Island, who were 
appointed to the Board after the 1994 Annual Meeting, were 
present. The minutes of the 1994 Annual Meeting will be 
presented to the 1995 Annual Meeting for approval and will be 
published in the Winter edition of the NENA NEWS . The 
minutes of previous meetings were read and approved. 

The Treasurer's Report was read. The Treasurer, Bob 
Anderson, is looking into a new bank for NENA funds. A 
Membership report on activity at the 1994 convention was 
offered; 56 Regular members, 42 new Regular members, and 
3 new Life members paid at the convention in August. 

It was announced to the Board that Philomena Marino, a past 
president of NENA and former member of the Board from 
Rhode Island, died August 25, 1994. 

President Fritsch read his objectives for NENA to the Board as 
he begins his second year as head of NENA and his first year as 
President. Among his objectives: concentration on "Money 
Talks" series; strengthening of the Association by strengthening 
the NENA Convention; increasing NENA's commitment to 
numismatics with the use of NENA committees, Youth 
Numismatics, visits to all NENA affiliated clubs by NENA officers 
and Board members; an expanded speakers list. President 
Fritsch felt that overall the past year was good, but much 
remains to be done and must involve the general membership. 

Correspondence: It was voted to continue paying the annual 
dues for membership in the ANA on a year to year basis; 
currently, the annual dues are $30. 

Old Business: In the past., uniface silver NENA medals were 
given to all Board members upon completion of their terms. 
Discussion on whether the Board wished to continue this 
practice was tabled until the next Board meeting. 



The request for prior year NENA medals from the Collectors 
Club of Boston is now a dead issue with the withdrawal of the 
request by NENA Board member and President of the 
Collectors Club, Jan Dyroff. 

Smoking at the NENA convention was discussed and it was 
voted that smoking was to be discouraged by the use of "Thank 
You for Not Smoking" signs but that no other action be taken 
this year regarding a smoking ban. The motion was voted with 
one member in opposition. 

Show business: There was a long article in Numismatic News 
concerning the NENA convention in an article by Cliff Mishler. 

NENA Convention Convention Director Tom Lacey made 
reference to his report to be published in NENA NEWS and felt 
that the NENA convention was a success due in large part 
because there was something for everyone, including 
numismatic specialties and Young Numismatists. 

Motion was made to authorize the defacing of NENA dies by 
Blackinton for the 1984 through 1994 medals, and voted. 
NENA will try to take possession of the defaced dies for possible 
future sale by NENA. It was voted to update the NENA Medal 
Catalog every three years, and to authorize sending notices to 
eighteen people who had not picked up their updates for 1994 

The Board authorized a revolving postage account of $25 to the 
medals coordinator, to be renewed when the balance is down 
to $5. 

A 1995 medal to honor people who made the first years of 
NENA possible was discussed. Among those suggested to be 
honored were Shepherd Pond, first president of NENA. It was 
the sense of the Board that competition for the 1995 medal 
design should be open, and a notice will be placed in NENA 
NEWS . 

A report on the Young Numismatists program was given by 
Duncan Maclean. Eighty Boy Scouts, friends, family, and adult 
leaders attended along with the other Young Numismatists. The 
Board voted to increase the budget for expenses associated with 
the YN program to $100, and Duncan Maclean was reimbursed 
for the out of pocket expenses he had incurred. 

President Fritsch told the Board that some members of the 




Board had briefly discussed ideas and proposed solutions to 
problems at the conclusion of the 1994 convention. Among 
those he relayed to the Board were: speakers must be 
committed at least two months in advance, preferably longer, to 
allow for publicity; Girl Scouts should again be encouraged to 
participate in the YN programs; the medal order should be 
increased; medals should be mailed out only after the 
convention has ended; more publicity for the YN programs; the 
exhibit program should be examined, and a new chairman is 
needed; more people are needed to cover the registration desk, 
particularly during meetings; the scheduling of the auction 
should be discussed; a raffle was proposed; delegation of tasks 
and responsibilities to Board members was suggested. 

Tom Lacey gave a report on the convention. He said there were 
130 tables, with 118 dealers, and he considered the show to 
have been a success. 

The President was given permission to make up wooden nickels 
for 1995, and the 1994 wooden nickels were approved as 
official issues retroactively. 

It was voted to purchase a video on grading and publicize this in 
the NENA NEWS . Jim Rolston will take care of this. 

The next meeting was set for Saturday 14 January 1995, at 
10:00 am at the Royal Plaza Hotel, with Saturday 21 January as 
a back-up date. 

John Ferreri, new director from Connecticut, offered the 
following suggestions to the Board: all new members should be 
sent copies of the revised By-laws; a room could be made 
available to NENA at the Mansfield Connecticut coin show in 
March; as a give-away at that show, attendees are given 
"spend-a-bucks" redeemable at dealers' tables, an idea NENA 
may wish to consider; NENA should have an official historian; it 
should be publicized that NENA Board meetings are open to all. 

Jan Dyroff volunteered to serve as NENA Historian, and was 
thanked by the Board. 

The meeting adjourned at 12:12 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carl Lundquist, Vice-President 



PLEASE SEND A CARD TO SALLY KIRKA... 


SALLY KIRKA OF CONNECTICUT HAS BEEN WELL-KNOWN 
IN LOCAL AND NATIONAL NUMISMATIC CIRCLES AS A 
LONG-TIME COLLECTOR AND SUPPORTER OF THE 
HOBBY. SALLY AND HER LATE HUSBAND, AL, PRODUCED 
ELONGATED COINS AND WOODEN NICKELS, AND WERE 
ACTIVE MEMBERS OF THE ANA, NENA AND MANY LOCAL 
CLUBS. SALLY SERVED AS PRESIDENT AND CHAIRMAN 
OF NENA CONVENTIONS HELD IN THE HARTFORD AREA, 
AND WAS EDITOR OF NENA NEWS FOR MANY YEARS. 

EARLY IN FEBRUARY, SALLY'S MAILMAN NOTICED THAT 
HER MAIL HAD NOT BEEN REMOVED FROM THE BOX FOR 
SEVERAL DAYS, WHICH WAS VERY UNUSUAL FOR HER. 
IN RECENT YEARS, SALLY HAS NOT BEEN IN THE BEST OF 
HEALTH. HE STOPPED A POLICE CAR GOING BY AND 
REPORTED THAT SOMETHING APPEARED TO BE WRONG 
UPON INVESTIGATION, THE OFFICER FOUND SALLY HAD 
FALLEN DOWN THE STAIRS ON HER WAY TO THE 
BASEMENT TO CHECK HER FURNACE. WHEN SHE WAS 
DISCOVERED, SALLY HAD LAIN ON THE FLOOR FOR 4 
DAYS; SHE HAD ONLY A BOTTLE OF SODA WITHIN HER 
REACH TO SUSTAIN HER. 

SALLY'S BROTHER, WELL-KNOWN DEALER CHET 
GRABOWSKI, SAYS THAT AFTER HER STAY IN THE 
MANCHESTER HOSPITAL, SALLY WOULD APPRECIATE 
CARDS AND LETTERS FROM HER COLLECTING FRIENDS 

. PLEASE WRITE TO HER AT 116 OAK STREET, 

MANCHESTER CT, 06040-6140. 

THANKS TO NENA LIFE MEMBER AL BONESIO 
FOR WRITING TO US ABOUT SALLY 


NENA NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 


INSIDE FRONT OR BACK COVER $55 

Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only 




CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


WORCESTER COUNTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
GREENDALE PEOPLE’S CHURCH HALL 
25 FRANCIS STREET 
WORCESTER, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND FRIDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
7:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (508) 853-9258 
(MORNINGS ONLY) 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
WOMAN’S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND TUESDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


CURRENCY CLUB OF NEW ENGLAND 
WOMAN'S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND MONDAY SEPTEMBER 
FIRST MONDAY OCT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


NASHUA COIN CLUB 
CHANDLER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
257 MAIN STREET 
NASHUA, NH 

MEETINGS SECOND MONDAY AT 7:00 P.M. 
EXCEPT JUNE AND OCTOBER 






CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


NEWPORT COUNTY COIN CLUB 

HOWARD JOHNSON'S LODGE 
351 WEST MAIN ROAD 
(ROUTE 138 AT TWO MILE CORNER) 
MIDDLETOWN, Rl 

MEETINGS SECOND TUESDAY , 8.00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, WRITE TO: 

WALTER CLAVETTE, P.O. BOX 3, NEWPORT Rl 02840 


SOUTHBRIDGE COIN CLUB 
FRANCO AMERICAN VETERANS' HALL 
SOUTHBRIDGE, MA 

MEETINGS THIRD FRIDAY, SEPT - JUNE, 7:30 P.M. 


BLACKSTONE VALLEY COIN CLUB 
BLACKSTONE MUNICIPAL CENTER 
FIRE DEPT MEETING ROOM 
BLACKSTONE, MA 

MEETINGS THIRD TUESDAY, 7:00 P.M. 


GORHAM COIN CLUB 
LUTHER BONNEY HALL, ROOM 209 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE 
37 ANSON ROAD 
PORTLAND, ME 

MEETINGS THIRD TUESDAY, 7:00 P.M. 


GREATER NEW BEDFORD COIN CLUB 

ANDREW DAHILL V.F.W. 

PARK STREET 
NEW BEDFORD, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND AND FOURTH SUNDAYS, 7:00 P.M. 
FOR INFORMATION, EVERETT BOOKER,P.O. BOX 2991, 
NEW BEDFORD MA 02741 







CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


MANSFIELD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
MANSFIELD CENTER LIBRARY 
RT 89, WARRENVILLE ROAD 
MANSFIELD CENTER, CT 

MEETINGS FOURTH MONDAY, SEPT - APRIL 
(EXCEPT DECEMBER) 

7:30 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (203) 429-6970 

(6 - 9 P.M.) 


ANNUAL COIN SHOW IN MARCH 
DINNER/DONATION AUCTION IN DECEMBER 


COLLECTORS CLUB OF BOSTON 

WOMAN’S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS FOURTH TUESDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


GATEWAY COIN CLUB 
BALLARD HILL COMMUNITY CENTER 
CORNER PLEASANT AND MAIN STREETS 
LINCOLN, ME 

MEETINGS FIRST THURSDAY 
7:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (207) 794-6833 


TO LIST CLUB ACTIVITIES IN NENA NEWS, SEND TO: 
NENA NEWS, P.O. BOX 383, NEWTONVILLE, MA 
02160-0003 






NENA CLASSIFIED ADS 


FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad 
related to numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell, or trade 
your coins, currency, medals, tokens, books, whatever... 

Send your typed or clearly handwritten ad to: 

NENA NEWS, P.O. Box 383, Newtonville, MA 02160-0003 

WANTED: Articles /stories written between 1870 and 1940 about 
MACERATED MONEY PRODUCTS. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 

I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St, Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-43754. 

FOR SALE: 1957 gold and all six (6) gold-filled NENA convention 
medals in custom holders. WANTED: 1952 gold NENA medal. 
Send inquiry to NENA Life Member R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 1005, 
Lakewood NJ 08701, (908) 363-8598. Thank you. 

WANTED: Celluloid advertising mirrors, whetstones, pins, etc., 
especially oval mirrors in good shape. I will pay dearly for these. 
Looking for items 1890-1935. Call Jeff Hall (508) 422-8900. 

NENA MEDALS - WANTED: 1954 and 1994 bronze, 1951 
aluminum. FOR SALE: 1970 gold plate $10, 1971 rose gold $5, 
1972 gold plate $5, 1973 gold plate $5, 1974 bronze $5; please 
enclose $4 postage and handling. Kevin Simpson, 31 Pomona 
Road, Worcester MA 01602. 

WANTED: (Send pencil rubbings) Desert Storm, KKK, Statue of 
Liberty, Odd & Curious Items. Franzl, 409 Wormwood Hill Rd, 
Mansfield Ctr, CT 06250. 

B.P.O.E. (ELKS) memorabilia wanted. Postcards, medals, jewelry, 
books, photos, magazines, posters, porcelains. Anything/everything 
list condition/price to: D.M.J. Vernon, 31 Kenton Rd, Boston MA 
02130-3342. 

WANTED: Medals, tokens, etc., depicting Lighter Than Air items. 
Please write first. Alvan Jones, P.O. Box 423, Fayville, MA 01745 

CIVIL WAR TOKENS WANTED: I am interested in buying the 
following: Mass 115E-1A "one scent"; Mass 115G-1A Steers Head; 
New York 845-1A Eagle with cigar; Rhode Island 700G-4A "1st in 
the Field". Thank you. William F. Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton MA 
02021 . 


Cnglanb J}umismatic lUssoctatton, 3nc. 
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NEW ENGLAND '95 

NENA CONFERENCE AND 
CONVENTION 

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
AUGUST 25 AND 26, 1995 

ROYAL PLAZA HOTEL 
181 BOSTON POST ROAD WEST 
MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

EXIT 24B OFF ROUTE 495 


BOURSE CHAIRMAN 
TOM LACEY 
OF 

NIGHTOWL AUCTIONS 

15 MESSENGER STREET 
MESSENGER SQUARE 
PLAINVILLE, MA 02762 
(508) 695-1922 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
ROBERT FRITSCH 
NENA PRESIDENT 
P.0 BOX 3003 
NASHUA, NH 03061-3003 
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The aims and purposes of the Association shall be set 
forth in the agreement of the Association as follows: 

"To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection of coins 
and medals; to conduct courses of study in the art and 
science of numismatics; to give and otherwise sponsor 
lectures, exhibitions, displays, and functions pertaining to 
the appreciation and understanding of the art and science 
of numismatics...” 


(excerpts from NENA by-laws) 





Auctions by 
Bowers and Merena 

Simply the Best! 





An Unsurpassed Record of 
Auction Success! 

AUCTION 
RECORDS. Ii 
is a matter of fact 
that of the three 
largest collec¬ 
tions of United 
States coins ever 
sold at auction, all 
three were handled by 
Bowers and Merena. Of the top ten world s 
auction prices for a United Slates coin, 
we hold six (our nearest com¬ 
petitors hold two, one, and 
one respectively) 

Financial Intecrity: 

Our financial integrity, per¬ 
formance, and ethical manner 
of doing business is unsurpassed 
by any other firm. 


American Nil 
mismatic Association for its catalogues, 
books, and publications than have all of 
our auction competitors combined. 

While many firms try to be like Bowers 
and Merena (and we wish them well), 
what we say here is not a matter of 
opinion, but is proven fact. When you deal 
with Bowers and Merena, you deal with 
a firm with an unequaled record of 
success. Let our success be your suc¬ 
cess when it comes toauctioning your 
coins. When you select Bowers and 
Merena you are assured of getting the 
finest quality presenta¬ 
tion, the finest 

ff line ft nan- 
cial results, 
and the finest 
personal atten¬ 
tion to your indi¬ 
vidual needs. 


AWARDS: While we are 

our laurels, it is worthy of 
mention that Bowers 
and Merena has re¬ 
ceived more- 
awards from the 
Numismatic Lit¬ 
erary Guild. the 
Professional 
Numismatists 
Guild, and the 


When the time comes to sell, you deserve 
the best—Auctions by Bowers and 
Merena. Whether your collection is worth 
several thousand dollars or several mil¬ 
lion dollars, we can realize the highest 
possible market price! Your coins will be 
showcased to our worldwide mailing list 
in ourGrand Formal catalogue, prepared 
imderthe personal stipervison of Q. David 
Bowers. All you have to do is push the 
buttons (on your telephone)—we 
will do the rest. 


Call Dave or Dr. Rick Bacc Today! 

TOLL-FREE 1-800-458-4646 • IN NH 569-5095 • FAX 603-569-5319 











BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 
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NENA NEWS, P.O. BOX 383, NEWTONVILLE MA 02160 



PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 


It is hard to believe that another year has gone by so quickly. As 
I write this, members of NENA’s Board of Directors are hard at 
work preparing for this year's Conference and Convention We are 
determined to make this one a Special Event. 

Leading the list is Tom Lacey, who has a super bourse lined up 
He already has over 60 dealers committed, and is expecting a 120- 
dealer show this year. Speaker Chair Bill Johnson is lining up 
speakers for the Little Theatre, and several clubs have requested a 
meeting room 

Connecticut Director John Ferreri is preparing this year's souvenir 
sheet Director Jim Rolston is arranging for the Convention 
postmark Director Ted Barrett is doing the raffle, and volunteer 
Barbara Jones is ready to sell you some tickets 

Advertising Chair A1 Jones, ably assisted by Director Jack Kiley, 
is going around to local businesses getting financial support for the 
Convention Program and for the YN Program. You too, can take 
out an ad in the Program — see elsewhere in this issue for details 

Director Emeritus John Kitlredge and A1 Jones are co-chairing the 
Exhibits Committee Vice President Carl Lundquist has proposed 
a new exhibit category, "Beauty for Beauty's Sake," and the Board 
has approved it Get your exhibit applications in soon 

YN Coordinators Duncan MacLean and Larry Gentile are looking 
for participants in this year's YN Program. Judging from last year's 
turnout, they do that task very well 

Medal Coordinator Bob Heath is working with Blackinton to 
produce the 1995 NENA Medal This year, in addition to the sets 
and unnumbered silver and bronze medals, we are offering an 
unnumbered gold plated medal Many people were left out last 
year because of the limited issue of the 1994 medal The sets are 


by subscription only, and only limited extra pieces will be available 
at the door Please get your orders in early to avoid 
disappointment. 

NENA has recently received several old issues of NENA MEWS, 
and Massachusetts Director Jan Dyroff has accepted the post of 
Historian We desire to get a complete set and are looking for 
older issues. If you have some and want to get rid of them, please 
contact us at any address in the front of this issue While we are on 
the subject of NENA News, kudos to Editors Jack and Mary 
Mullen 

l must mention the remaining members of the Board before I close. 
These ladies and gentlemen volunteer time, effort, and gas money 
to help run this Association. So here's a big round of applause to 
everybody mentioned above, plus State Directors Geoff Dean, Jr 
(Maine), Sylvia Johnson (New Hampshire), Bill Chisamore 
(Vermont), Dick Lavimodiere (Rhode Island), Director Ron 
Emerson, and Legal Advisor Jon Melick 

Board meetings are always open to all members, and you are 
invited to attend The next meeting is 10AM on 5 August at the 
Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlborough 

See you at the Conference and Convention in August! 

Bob Fritsch 


COIN SHOW NEWS 

JULY 9, SUNDAY: BRUNSWICK COIN/STAMP SHOW, KNIGHTS OF 
COLUMBUS HALL, COLUMBUS DRIVE, BRUNSWICK, MAINE 

SUNDAY, JULY 30: COIN SHOW, COIN CLUB OF GREATER NEW 
BEDFORD, VFW POIRIER POST, 929 ASHLEY BOULEVARD, NEW 
BEDFORD, MA ((508) 378-9801 



CONVENTION UPDATE 

by Tom Lacey 

Plans for NEW ENGLAND '95 are proceeding very 
smoothly. Applicaitons from dealers have been arriving in a steady 
stream and we souldn't be surprised to see a sold out bourse for the 
third consecutive year Dealers have been very enthusiastic about 
coming back to New England citing the fact that we've been 
expanding both in the size of the bourse and in attendance while 
many other multi-day shows have been fading over the last years 
We feel that this has a lot to do with our promotional programs. 
We see many other shows spend most of their advertising dollars 
on large ads meant to attract dealers to the bourse When it comes 
time for the show, there's no money left to promote the show to the 
collecting public 

We at NENA do things a little differently During the 
months leading up to the show, I attend nearly a show per week 
and pass the word to dealers using personal contact and 
promotional flyers. Not only do we feel that it's more effective to 
contact dealers in this manner, we also like the fact that this 
approach allows us to accomplish two important goals: 1) we've 
been able to keep our bourse fees very low in relation to other 
comparable conventions — actually less than 50% of many other 
bourse fees With our $69 hotel room rate and our bargain bourse 
rates, dealers know that we've created a high show quality/low 
overhead situation that allows them to spend more money at 
NENA than they can at other comparable shows, and 2) by not 
spending all of our money attracting bourse dealers, we have a 
strong budget for ads aimed at collectors and walk-through dealers 
I maintain a huge file of addresses of collectors throughout the 
area and we'll contact them directly with information on show 
times, speakers, the auction, club meetings and all of the other 
special events that will make NEW ENGLAND '95 a "can't miss 
show 

Getting convention schedules and other show information 
to the NENA membership can be a problem since meeting 
schedules and speaker committments are often finalized late in the 
process of preparing for the show Last year the NENA Board of 


Directors authorized a special first-class mailing to all members to 
be sent out just two weeks prior to the show, this mailing contained 
the entire schedule of events, detailed information on the Little 
Theatre presentations and club meetings, and the show hours and 
other information that NENA felt might make your trip to the 
convention a little easier to plan The Board plans to do a similar 
mailing this year for NEW ENGLAND '95, so remember to watch 
for it in early August. 

Now is the time to begin making your reservations to attend 
the convention. If you were not able to attend last year, the Best 
Western Royal Plaza Hotel is located in Marlborough, 
Massachusetts. It's a large, attractive full-service hotel Staying at 
the hotel makes going to the convention very easy since all 
convention events, including the bourse and auction, will be held in 
the hotel It's not surprising to find out that the rack rate of a hotel 
the quality of the Royal Plaza is $120 per night The great news is 
that we were able to negotiate a convention rate of $69 per night, 
single or double This is even a better rate than the hotel offered 
on a recent "getaway weekend" special! For those of you who 
would like to combine the show and a getaway weekend, we were 
able to get the hotel to extend the $69 room offer from Wednesday 
through Sunday night! Attend the convention on Friday and 
Saturday and spend Sunday venturing into Boston (45 minutes 
from the convention), Sturbridge Village (30 minutes), or maybe 
head to Cape Cod right after the convention for a couple of days 
of "R&R"! To make reservations at the Royal Plaza, telephone the 
hotel at (508) 460-0700 Monday through Friday between the hours 
of 7am and 6pm. Ask for reservations and request the $69 NEW 
ENGLAND '95 Coin Show rate. 

If you have any questions about any aspect of the 
convention, I can be reached at (508) 695-1927 (outside 
Massachusetts, call toll-free at 1-800-771-1927). Call anytime 24 
hours a day, leave a message and I'll get back to you as soon as 
possible. If you have a fax, my fax number is (508) 695-1926. 

I'll see you at the convention! 



1995 NENA SHOW WOOD ISSUED 


NENA'S 1995 show wood has been issued. Each member will 
receive one in this issue of NENA NEWS. The wood is standard 
wooden nickel size and is printed in green Extra copies may be 
obtained from NENA Board members or at selected coin shows in 
the area They are also available by mail for 25 cents each plus a 
32 cent SASE For requests over 3 pieces, enclose a 55 cent 
SASE Address is Box 3003, Nashua, NH 03061-3003 All 
proceeds go to the NENA general fund. 


NENA MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

1995 Dues bills were mailed in February, along with membership 
cards for the current year While the response was good, there are 
still some NENA members and member clubs who have not yet 
remitted payment for 1995 dues, reminder notices were sent out in 
early June We have also added more than a dozen new members 
since the first of the year, bringing us close to 500 in number. 

Life Membership in NENA is $100 for individuals and clubs, 
Regular Membership is $10 annually for individuals and clubs, and 
Junior Membership is $5 annually for members under age 18 

For information about membership, write NENA, PO Box 383, 
Newtonville MA 02160 





COIN SCALES AND COIN WEIGHTS 

by A. George Mallis 
Part III 

Note: Conclusion of the article that appeared in the NENA N EWS 
Summer 1994 and Winter 1995 issues 

Discussed in Part I was the early historic background of the equal arm 
balance scales and their development as civilizations progressed from a 
Barter Society to that of a rudimentary Commercial Society. 

Part II discussed the growth of the more sophisticated commercial events 
of the 16th and 17th centuries when the age of European explorations 
were at their peaks and international commerce was the use of gold and 
silver as the means of payment for such. 

To accomplish this acceptance of the various monies available, the 
various European countries tried to stabilize the fineness of the gold within 
their coinage and the weight therein. It must be noted that at this time and 
for many years thereafter, the fineness and weig;ht of these gold coins 
varied from time to time as the financial fortunes of the country fluctuated. 
For example, the fineness of the English gold coins was set at 0.916-2/3 
since 1509. The English SOVEREIGN from its inception in 1817 had a 
weight of 7.9887 grams with a gold content of 0.2354 Troy ounces. Its 
counterpart in France, the LOUIS (for had a weight of 6.700 grams and 
from 1640 to 1793 had a fineness of 0.916-2/3 but its gold content varied 
from 0.1795 to 02535 Troy ounces. The equivalent Spanish coin was the 
2 ESCUDOS which had a weight of 6.7667 grams and a fineness of 0.876 
and a gold content of 0.1904 Troy ounces. 

With the price of gold then about two pence per grain, it was obvious that 
some means had to be devised to check the genuineness of the proffered 
gold coin. From this requirement came the development of the 
COUNTERFEIT COIN DETECTOR. Just how does a counterfeit coin 
detector differ from an equal arm balance scale? The equal arm balance 
scale can only indicate the weight of an object, in this case the gold coin. 
However, a base metal could be used in a counterfeit coin by making the 
diameter larger or the coin thicker, and yet the weight could be equal to 
the genuine. Hence the difference of the two devices. A counterfeit 
scale, in order to qualify as such, must have the following: 

1. the ability to weigh the gold coin 

2. the ability to gauge the diameter of the coin 

3. the abillrty to check the thickness of the coin 


Counterfeit coin detectors were known in England as early as the late 
1790's but at that time, with few exceptions, these detectors had in reality 
only the ability to check the weight of a coin. The exceptions were those 
that had gauges to check for the diameter and thickness. It was not until 
the early Victorian era that true counterfeit coin detectors made their mass 
appearance in the market place. Photograph 1 shows a typical sovereign 
rocker for detecting spurious sovereigns and half sovereigns. The coin in 
question was placed in the appropriate pan and weighed against the 
weight of the counterweight. The distance between the stops of each pan 
determined its diameter. The width of the slot in each pan allowed for the 
checking of the thickness. Thus a true counterfeit coin detector. 

1. TYPICAL EARLY VICTORIAN SOVEREIGN ROCKER 



Later, more sophisticated sovereign rockers came into the market place 
Photograph 2 shows a detector with a movable, supplemental 
counterweight to weigh the half sovereign, using the same coin pan. It 
can be seen that there are two rimmed steps in the coin pan, the lower 
to gauge the diameter of the half sovereign and the upper that of the 
sovereign. Here there is no slot to gauge the thickness but this was 
accomplished by recessing the pan steps so the top of the pan would 
indicate the correct thickness. Another innovation was the sliding weight 
on the beam to denote any lightweight in the coin. 



2. Sovereign Rocker with a Movable Supplemental Weight to 
Weigh the Half Sovereign 

Note sliding poise on beam ann to detect lightweight coins 



The first recorded patent for an American counterfeit coin detector was 
patent No. 9844 and was granted to H.G. Robinson on July 12, 1853. 
From then on, patents for counterfeit coin detectors were issued to various 
inventors up until 1944. In all, there currently known forty-four such 
patents on record at the Patent Office. Without doubt, some more may 
exist but the filing system of the old Patent Office leaves much to be 
desired as counterfeit coin detectors were listed under dozens of sub 
categories. 

To further add to the confusion of the different known devices ar those 
without any currently known patent papers, even though some of them 
indicate a patent date. Photograph 3 is one such detector for the 25 and 
50 cent pieces of circa 1850 and attributed to TROEMNER of 
Philadelphia. A similar one was made by CHARLES F. SEYMOUR of 
New York City and is so marked. 

3. TROEMNER DESIGN (Attributed) 



Among the more frequently encountered American counterfeit detectors 
is that of J. Allender, patent No. 13,840 dated Nov. 27, 1855, shown in 
Photograph 4. This detector is relatively easy to find without its original 
box and original supplelmental counterweight. When these two items are 
present, the task of finding same is not only expensive, but may take years 
to achieve. 

4. ALLENDER DETECTOR IN ITS ORIGINAL BOX AND WITH 
ORIGINAL SUPPLEMENTAL COUNTERWEIGHT 



Another of the more frequently encountered American detectors is the 
McNally-Harrison type shown in photograph 5. This was another one of 
those detectors whose patent papers were difficult to locate. In the first 
place, this detector is not listed in the Patent Office as such but under 
DESIGN FOR SCALES and its patent is that for a DESIGN. The papers 
carry a design number 12,795 dated Feb. 28, 1882 The previous 
counterfeit coin detector was No. 224,807 date Feb. 24, 1880 and was 
issued to John A. Thompson of Chicago, Illinois. The subsequent one is 
No. 259,338 dated June 13, 1882 issued to G. Smith and J.J. Wells. One 
has to wonder about the logic of the Patent Office at that time 



5. MCNALLY- HARRISON TYPE 



It is hoped that this article will stimulate numismatists to go beyond the 
pages of "just collecting coins" to the desire for study, research, and the 
acquisition of associated numismatic items that are part and parcel of the 
heritage of numismatics. There is more to the field of numismatics than 
just putting a given coin into a given hole in a book or other type of holder. 

Happy hunting! 


EXHIBITORS WANTED' 

NEW ENGLAND '95 OFFERS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE 
YOUR FAVORITE COINS, CURRENCY, MEDALS, EXONUMIA - 
WHATEVER YOU MIGHT WISH TO EXHIBIT FOR THE ENJOYMENT 
AND PLEASURE OF YOUR FELLOW COLLECTORS AND VISITORS 
AT THE 51 ST NENA CONVENTION. 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, IS THE DEADLINE TO SUBMIT EXHIBIT 
APPLICATIONS TO: 

JOHN KITTREDGE, NENA EXHIBITS 
72 MORNINGSIDE ROAD, WORCESTER MA 01602 



NEW ENGLAND 95 CONVENTION SCHEDULE 
TAKING SHAPE 

by Tom Lacey 

One of the strongest aims of the New England Numismatic 
Association over the last couple of years has been to rebuild our 
organization so that we can again provide a leadership role in 
assisting New England coin collectors to better enjoy the hobby. 

In NENA's eyes, the primary reasons for having our annual 
convention are both to allow veteran collectors to get together and 
exchange ideas in a social atmosphere as well as put our hobby in 
the spotlight to attract new collectors to the fold 

Our schedule of programs is designed to allow you to 
attend the convention, view the bourse, attend the auction, meet 
with specialty clubs and listen to interesting speakers In other 
words, have a good time! No matter whether you've joined the 
hobby last week, are a 40-year collector, spend a couple of hundred 
dollars a year on coins or think the Eliasberg collection was a "nice 
little date set", we have something for your interests 

I asked Program Coordinator Bill Johnson for his schedule 
so that we could print it in the NENA NEWS . He said he w-as 
hesitant because although his schedule is virtually full he needed to 
reconfirm a few tilings with participants (a civil engineer that wants 
to be precise - what a surprise ). I asked him to give me what he 
had and we would publish the complete schedule in our pre¬ 
convention letter to the membership. He was still hesitant so I told 
him that I"d have to tell everybody that we don't have a list due to 
our program chairman's "little problem". "What problem 9 " he 
replied, "I'm just trying to make sure the list is complete and 
correct!" I told him that I knew that he didn’t have a "problem" 
and he knew that he didn't have a "problem" but can you imagine 
all of the things that the NENA membership could dream up that 
could fit the category of "little problem"? 

Here's a partial schedule of events for NEW ENGLAND 
'95. As I write this we're still three months away from the 
convention but we wanted to give you a head start on planning 
your visit to NEW ENGLAND '95. 



LITTLE THEATRES: We plan on having five speakers-four in 
the Little Theatre format and our keynote speaker We currently 
have long-time NENA favorite Bill Jones scheduled on Saturday at 
11am and Scott Travers will present one of his very popular 
programs on Saturday from 2-4pm. 

CLUB MEETINGS: All club meetings are to be held on Saturday, 
August 26 in meeting rooms directly across from the bourse area 
At 9am the John Reich Collectors Society will meet, at 10am we 
have the New England Exonumia Society; at 11am the Ancient 
Coin Collectors of New England will meet, at 1:30 the Early 
American Coppers will meet, and at 2:30 the Love Token Society 
is scheduled At least two other clubs will meet, but we do not 
have those times confirmed, 

NENA ANNUAL MEETING: The NENA Annual Meeting will 
take place on Saturday from noon to 1:30pm NENA President 
Bob Fritsch will discuss NENA’s progress and his goals for the 

future The awards for exhibits will be announced We are very 
pleased to announce that our keynote speaker will be Ed Rochette 
Ed is a Massachusetts native with long ties to NENA He has 
attained respect and admiration from numismatists worldwide over 
the course of his long and distinguished career From his early days 
at Krause Publications where he played a key role at Numismat ic 
News to ANA Executive Director and ANA President, Ed has 
always had much to offer to numismatics. I've personally heard Ed 
speak on many occasions and we at NENA all look forward to his 
visit. Make sure to plan your visit so that you can attend the 
NENA Annual Meeting and meet and chat with your Board of 
Directors and our special guest Ed Rochette! 

YOUNG NUMISMATISTS FORUM: This event was the talk of 
last year's convention. Somewhere between 60 and 80 youngsters 
(they move too quickly to be more precise) attended this event 
which to our knowledge made it the most popular YN forum in the 
country! Why is it so popular 9 Primarilly because of the three men 
who manage the program so successfully. Every year, Larry 
Gentile comes in from New York to act as speaker, moderator, 



auctioneer, food manager, and anything else that needs to be done 
His local assistants, Duncan MacLean and Jack Haroian, have gone 
"above and beyond" to get the word out to Boy Scout and other 
youth groups and the results speak for themselves! If you know a 
youngster between the ages of 10 and 18 that you would like to 
have introduced to the joys of collecting, plan your schedule so that 
youngster can attend this fun program. Included will be adult and 
junior speakers, door prizes, a slide presentation, mini exhibit 
contest, a play money auction and a free lunch provided by 
contributions to the NENA Past Presidents Fund and a generous 
donation from Centennial Auctions. The Young Numismatists 
Forum will be held in the Seminar Room on Saturday, August 26, 
from 9:30am to 1:30pm 

I mention again that there is no charge to attend any of the 
Little Theatres, Meetings, or Young Numismatists Forum 
Everyone is invited and non-members of the various clubs are 
particularly encouraged to attend meetings. Fit one or two or five 
into your convention schedule and see just how much more fun you 
can have at NEW ENGLAND '95! 


SCOTT TRAVERS TO SPEAK AT NENA 

NENA is pleased to announce that nationally renowned author and coin 
dealer Scott Travers will be a featured speaker at NEW ENGLAND '95. 
Travers has authored five best-selling books on rare coins as well as 
hundreds of newpaper and magazine articles. 

Called "the collector's best friend" by NEWSWEEK magazine, Scott has 
worked on behalf of coin collectors to ensure their fair treatment as 
consumers. Beginning with his 1984 book "The Coin Collector's Survival 
Manual", Travers has done much to educate collectors by explaining how 
things really work in the business end of numismatics. In numerous radio 
and television appearances, Travers has continued his consumer 
protection theme. His work on behalf of collectors and the American 
Numismatic Association won him the ANA's prestigious Glenn B. Smedley 
Award for Distinguished Community Service in 1992. 

A Life Member of NENA, Scott will speak on Saturday, August 26, from 
2-4pm. Admission is free and the public is invited. Don't miss this great 
opportunity to attend the NENA Convention and hear Scott Travers! 




CENTENNIAL AUCTIONS TO CONDUCT 
NEW ENGLAND 95 AUCTION 

Centennial Auctions of South Effingham, New 
Hampshire, has been chosen by the NENA Board to 
conduct an auction at this year's NENA convention in 
August. 

According to partners JefFKierstead and Steve Schofield, 
Centennial plans to offer approximately 600 lots which 
would make this the largest NENA auction in many 
years. 

The Auction is scheduled to be held on Friday, August 
25, at 5pm in the Seminar Room at the Royal Plaza 
Hotel Auction lot preview will be held on Thursday 
evening, August 24 between 5:30 and 9pm, and on 
Friday, August 25, from 9am to 5pm, in the foyer just 
outside the Bourse room 

Centennial is currently accepting consignments for the 
NENA Auction For consignment or catalog 
information, write to Centennial Auctions, Colcord Road, 
South Effingham, NH 03882 or call (603) 487-2802 or 
1-800-882-2646. 


NENA NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 


FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
INSIDE FRONT OR BACK COVER $55 


Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 



A TINY DUTCH COIN 

by Carl W. Lundqnist 


About two years ago, a friend of mine brought me a plastic 
ice cream bowl with a few hundred mostly foreign coins and asked 
me to look them over and tell him what he had. He warned me that 
there might be a few surprises in the lot He explained that during 
World War II he was a stevedore on the piers of Boston harbor 
While he mixed with the sailors of the nations of the world he 
asked them for coins from their native lands. The coins were 
mainly just ordinary pocket change. 

Since he was a good friend, I took special care to research 
each coin and write down information about each coin I was 
almost finished when I came upon a tiny Dutch coin. Since 1 had 
many of these ten cent coins I knew they were mostly worthless 
and I decided not to research this coin in "The Standard Catalogue 
of World Coins". But, it hurt my sense of order not to research this 
one coin and I looked it up. 

At first I couldn't believe what my eyes told me, that this 
1945-P Dutch dime was worth a lot of money. I was especially 
skeptical because millions upon millions of these coins had been 
minted (90,650,000 to be exact). But after walking around my 
office a few times, and checking the catalogue over and over, I 
realized that I had a find and set out to research the reason. But, 
before setting out I told the owner of the coin what I had found and 
he urged me to dig deeper, which I did. 

My first stop was to present the coin at meetings of the 
Boston Numismatic Society and the Collectors Club of Boston 
where I had been a member for many years. The club members 
offered many possible reasons for the rarity of the coin, but no one 
really knew 

Next I went to the Netherlands consulate in Boston They 
were sympathetic but did not have the answers I needed The 
consulate officials did, however, give me the name of the most 
prestigious coin collector in Holland, Mr. Robert L Schulman, and 
the address of the Dutch mint, and I wrote to both of them. 

The weeks went by and turned into months and no answer 
came. Finally, I wrote again to the Dutch mint. I had barely mailed 


the letter when a letter came from Mr Schulman apologizing for 
the delay He had used my letter for a bookmark and had 
completely lost track of my request. 

To make up for the delay he gave me a complete history of 
the bit of a coin. "Yes, indeed", he wrote, "your coin is very 
valuable and very rare." And here is what he wrote in answer to 
my questions. 

World War II was winding down in 1945 and the Dutch 
government in exile ordered millions of ten cent pieces from the 
United States mint in Philadelphia. When the war ended these 
coins were shipped to Holland where the government decided not 
to issue the coins but to melt them down and to use the money 
realized to help pay off the Dutch war debt to the United States. 
The melted coins were then sent back to the United States. The 
Dutch are very proud of this decision as it enabled them to be one 
of the few countries who paid off their World War II debt to the 
United States. 

Shortly thereafter I received a letter from Mr Albert A J 
Scheffers, Curator, Museum van's Rijks Munt, Netherlands who 
related approximately the same story but added a fascinating 
statement Mr. Scheffers estimated that " between ten and fifty 
were saved from the melting pot The mintage was never put in 
circulation, and was sent back to the United States in bars." 

Mr Scheffers estimated that it was not out of line to expect 
from "$453 to $1332" for the coin, depending on condition. 

My friend asked me what he should do with the coin I told 
him that if the coin were mine, I would advertise in The 
Numismatist and see what developed, or I would take the coin to 
the many coin clubs I am a member of. If these ploys did not work, 
I would write to the Dutch Numismatic Association and ask for 
Dutch coin publications and advertise there I felt that given time 
and diligence, he could get top price for this rare coin. 

My friend pondered for a while and then asked if I would 
but the coins. I told him that I couldn't afford them. Since he had 
no interest in the possibly tedious job of marketing the coions, he 
made me an offer I could not refuse. I dug deeply into the piggy 
bank and now I owned the whole collection, including the ten cent 
piece. 



I immediately took out an ad in The Numismatist which 
drew only one offer This offer from a Dutch collector was far too 
low in my opinion for a coin of such rarity, and I declined to sell it 
to him. He did, however, give me one piece of information which 
I put to good use. He said that most of the known coins were 
either in uncirculated or almost uncirculated condition I had rated 
the coin as extra fine Now I wanted to know for sure, so I sent 
the coin to PCGS to be slabbed. 

Lo and behold, the coin came back rated as almost 
uncirculated MS58. By now, the coin was attracting so much 
attention and was serving as such a great conversation piece that 
I decided not to sell it but to keep it to show off. I still have the 
coin My hope is that the rarity will someday bring a very high 
price. After all, very few collectors can have a complete collection 
and who knows how many collectors will forever have a tiny hole 
in their collection that my coin could correct 

I think I shall keep the coin I guess I'm in love with it 







MINUTES OF THE FEBRUARY 12, 1995 
NENA BOARD MEETING 


The regular meeting of the New England Numismatic Association was 
convened at 10:15am Sunday, 12 February 1995 at the Royal Plazaq 
Hotel in Marlboro, MA with President Robert Fritsch in the Chair. The 
meeting was a make-up meeting for the scheduled meeting of 4 February 
1995 which was postponed because of inclement weather, the vice 
president was present and the treasurer was excused. The following 
members of the Board were absent and excused: Geoffrey Dean, Jan 
Dyroff, Larry Gentile, Sylvia Johnson, Jon Melick and John Mullen. 

The minutes of the 5 November meeting were read and voted with minor 
changes. The treasurer's report was read by President Fritsch in the 
absence of Treasurer Robert Anderson. The Treasurer's report was 
voted after a discussion concerning the investment of Association funds 
now that interest rates are going up. The suggestion was made that the 
Treasurer actively work on getting the best interest rate possible. 
Membership repost - 300 1995 dues bills have been sent out. There are 
three new members. 

President's comments - rt is vital that we recruit a new numismatist each. 
We need a new exhibits director and President Fritsch will appoint that 
volunteer to the Board if that person is not already on the Board. 

Correspondence - The following soliciatitions for positions as officers and 
board of directors fo the American Numismatic Association were read: 
Swiatek -Vice president, Carmody - Board, Lewis - Board, and Horton - 
Board. It was moved and voted to back these applicants and that the 
President and Vice President would sign and send these nominations. 
Andrea Lacey forwarded a report of the NENA show in the Love Token 
Society newsletter. A postcard was received from J. Richard Becker, 
author and former NENA member, praising the NENA convention. 

Show Business Report -11 NENA dies have been defaced to the point of 
being unusable. The 1984 defaced die is in the possession of John 
Mullen and will be retained in the NENA collection The others will remain 
with the die manufacturer and will not be released. Raffle - voted to have 
Ted Barrett act as chairman and Barbara Jones as Salesperson. 
Recommendations will be presented in the Spring Postmark - voted to 
have postmarks again at the 1995 NENA show. The presentation will be 
essentially the same as last year with Jim Rolston in the chair. Railroad 
tracks - tabled for more information from President Fritsch until the 1996 
show. Elongated cent - A request was made of a member to make 
elongated cents. There will be a report at the next meeting. Embossed 
Corporation (NENA) Seal - to be put out on souvenir sheet. It was voted 


to produce souvenir sheets for the NENA shows using banknotes from the 
New England states in the following order: 1995 - Connecticut, 1996 
Maine, 1997 - New Hampshire, 1998 - Rhode Island, 1999 - Vermont, 
2000 - Massachusetts, and continuing in the same order for future issues. 
Voted 100 copies for 1995 show. Convention Program Book - Mary 
Mullen cannot make the convention booklet for the 1995 show. NENA 
needs a replacement and is actively looking for the same. Show 
schedule - President will make up schedule for the show activities through 
the year. Show Auction - Duncan MacLean recommended that NENA 
reserve the right to reject any and all applications for the auction. The 
final decision on the auction will be reserved by the NENA Board. 

Old Business - Choosing NENA 1995 Medal - Six designs were presented 
to the Board for consideration. It was voted to accept design #5, 
submitted by NENA Life Member A. George Mallis as the winner. The 
artist for this design is Clayton F. Sherry of Springfield MA. The medal 
schedule was voted, and the Medal Chairman warned everyone to get 
orders in early as last year's medal sold out. Silver Uniface medals - After 
a long discussion on the presentation of uniface silver medals to board 
members and how long these members should serve before being 
awarded these medals the matter was table to the next meeting. It was 
agreed that Director Emeritus Kittredge would be included in any 
presentation. Wood Nickels - wood nickel proceeds ($8) from the sale 
of last year's woods. Each board member received a specimen of 
President Fritsch's 1995 wood. Wood nickel publicity - It was voted to 
spend up to $100 for NENA show wood nickels. The purpose of these 
nickels is to publicize the NENA show. The NENA logo is on one side and 
the advertising for NENA is on the other. 

More Old Business - The next issue of NENA NEWS should be out by the 
end of February and the theme of the 1995 NENA show medal will be 
mentioned. Show advertising - Al Jones volunteered and was voted as 
Advertising Chairman for the 1995 NENA Show Program Booklet. Exhibit 
Chair - It was voted to have Al Jones and John Kittedge as co-Chairmen 
of the Exhibits. Carl Lundquist will resubmit his proposal of and Art 
category for the 1995 NENA show exhibits. 

It was announced that coin videos have been purchased and are available 
as well as the NENA slide show. 

The next meeting will be held Saturday 8 April 1995 at 10am at the Royal 
Plaza Hotel in Marlboro. Meeting adjourned 12:24pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carl W. Lundquist, Vice President 



MINUTES OF THE APRIL 15, 1995 
NENA BOARD MEETING 


The regular meeting of the New England Numismatic Association Board 
of Directors was convened at 10:10am Saturday 15 April 1995 at the 
Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlboro MA with President Robert Fritsch in the 
chair. The Vice President and Treasurer were present. The following 
members of the Board of Directors were absent and excused: Larry 
Gentile, Bob Heath, Bill Johnson, and Jim Rolston. Guest Joe Duval was 
present. 

The minutes of the 12 February 1995 meeting were read and approved. 
The Treasurer's report was read and accepted. The membership profile 
was printed in the Spring issue of NENA NEWS , and includes the 
following information: 243 dues notices mailed to regular members, 11 
to clubs, and 5 to junior members. Dues have been received from 133 
regular members, 2 clubs, and 1 junior member. Donations to the Past 
Presidents Fund in the amount of $30 have been received. One member 
resigned. Total membership is about 490. 

ANA Club Publication Contest - NENA NEWS has been entered in the 
ANA annual contest for the best numismatic publications by member 
clubs. As a reward for participating, NENA has been awarded "ANA 
Anthology". President Robert Fritsch presented this book to John and 
Mary Mullen, editors of NENA NEWS . 

Correspondence - President Fritsch sent regards to Sally Kirka who had 
fallen and survived three days until help came. She is recovering well. 
Sally is a past president of NENA and former editor of NENA NEWS . 
Since ANA nominations have been closed, requests received after the 
closing were not acted on. There will be an ANA lecture on the Stack 
collection on 22 April 1995. NENA received the ANA Action Cards and 
they were made available to the Board members. NENA received a 
phone call from Diana Rogers, a teacher's aide in New Hampshire, who 
is seeking help with her coin project for children. President Fritsch sent 
coins and will also send a copy of the ANA "Program for Kids" upon 
receipt. Susan Pond wrote and noted that her father's name, Shepard 
Pond, had been spelled incorrectly in the November minutes reported in 
the Spring NENA NEWS : the correction will be noted in the next issue. 

Old Business - Silver Uniface Medal. It was voted to award board 
members one medal for each two years service on the Board or upoon 
retirement from the Board. The President appointed Geoffrey Dean as a 
committee of one to decide who gets the next batch of medals. Show 
woods - The NENA 1995 show woods are here and were distributed to the 
Board, the purpose being to have the Board members publicize the show 







by distributing these woods. The co-designers were announced as Robert 
Fritsch and Mary Mullen. 

Show Report - Tom Lacey announced that 67 tables are sold. Centennial 
Auction Company has been retained to run the auction, and agreed to 
donate $100 to the Young Numismatist program. Little Theatre - Scott 
Travers will speak on Saturday from 2-4pm. it was voted to extend to Mr. 
Travers a complimentary room ($69) at the Royal Plaza. Mr. Travers is 
nationally known and is a Life Member of NENA. William T. Jones will 
also speak. Club meetings - The following club meetings will be held in 
conjunction with the '95 NENA show: N.E. Exonumia Society, Love Token 
Society, Ancient Coin Collectors of N.E., and Early American Copper 
Collectors. NENA is negotiating with Ed Rochette to be the keynote 
speaker at the NENA Annual Meeting but his appearance has not yet 
been confirmed. A motion for a major change to the final medal design 
was voted down by the Board and the final version was voted with one 
minor change. It was voted to send medal order Information to members 
in a separate first-class mailing, and to include exhibit information. The 
cost for the mailing will be approximately $160. It was voted to approve 
the recommended prices for the 1995 medals, and to sell the gold-plate 
medals individually at a price of $15 each; 15 of the gold-plate medals 
over the subscribed amount will be ordered. Raffle - the raffle prizes will 
include a $5 gold piece, a 1995 prestige set, a 1995 silver proof set, a 
1995 silver eagle, and a 1995 NENA medal set. Chairman Ted Barrett 
plans to sell at least 500 tickets and anticipates the cost of the prizes to 
be about $240. The raffle tickets will be shipped to Ted, who will 
distribute them. Convention Program Book - a proposal was made by Joe 
Duval, a NENA member who owns a graphics production business, that 
he produce the 1995 convention program booklet. The price quoted by 
Mr. Duval was based on the 1994 convention booklet. A motion was 
made to accept Mr. Duval's proposal but the motion was tabled until the 
June Board meeting so that other bids could be sought. 

More Show Business - It was voted to have a "People's Choice" exhibit 
award at the 1995 show. It was voted to add "Beauty for Beauty's Sake" 
as a category to the exhibit classifications. Al Jones reported that the 
advertising rates for the convention program booklet will be the same as 
last year. The proposed Connecticut banknote souvenir sheet for the 
1995 NENA show was shown to the Board for its approval; John Ferreri 
will proceed with production of the sheets and the Board authorized a $25 
deposit towards this. The Postmark for the show is on track. There was 
no action to report on the railroad tracks or the show elongated cent, and 
the proposed annual calendar and drscussionof Life Membership costs 
were tabled. It was voted to reimburse Carl Lundquist $45 for the copies 
of the 1951-54 NENA newsletters he had purchased for the archives; 
these will be turned over to Jan Dyroff, NENA Historian. 


The next meeting of the Board will be at 10am on 3 June 1995 at the 
Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlboro, with a contingency date of 10 June 1995. 
The last Board meeting scheduled prior to the convention will be Saturday 
5 August 1995, same time and place. The meeting adjourned at 1pm, 
after several exceptions to the by-law mandating a two-hour meeting time 
limit. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carl W. Lundquist, Vice President 


1995 NENA 51ST CONVENTION SOUVENIR SHEET 



9{ezvEnglandNumismatic Association, Inc. 

5lst Conference and Convention 
August 25 & 26,1995 Marti orougfi, MA. 




The Stonington Bank was incorporated and opened in 1822 and closed in 1867 without loss to depositors. The notes issued 
by this bank are among the most attractive of Connecticut issues. One of its earlier Issues depicts the bombardment of Stonington during 
the War of 1812. 

This attractive issue of the 1860s with a distinctive red lace overprint depicts the famous painting "Attacking A Right Whale and 
Cutting In" and sometimes referred to as "South Sea Fishery" was a work of the famous French marine artist. Ambrose Louis Gameray, 
(1783-1857). This painting was also lithographed profusely by Currier and Ives. 

Although a moderate amount of unused examples of this note exists, only a relative few signed and dated pieces such as this arc 
known to survive. 


MENA will issue a special commemorative souvenir sheet to celebrate the 
51st Convention of the New England Numismatic Association. This 
souvenir sheet, 8-1/2 by 11 inches in size, features a colored reproduction 
of a two-dollar note issued by the Stonington Bank, one of the most 
attractive Connecticut issues. Suitable for framing, this sheet will be 
available for purchase at the convention. There will also be a special 
postal cancellation service at the show where the NENA commemorative 
postmark for the 51st Convention may be imprinted on the souvenir 
sheets. The cost of the sheets is $4 at the convention, or $6 by mail (not 
including the cost of the postage applied for cancellation.) For more 
information, write NENA, P.O. Box 383, Newtonville MA 02160. 








CLUB REPORT 


The Spring gathering of the New England Exonumia Society (NEES) was 
held on April 1 in Waltham with 12 members and guests present. 
President Jack Mullen led a short business meeting. Treasurer Geoff 
Dean reported a health treasury and several new members. The 
members voted to present a Best New England Exonumia Exhibit award 
at each NENA annual conference and convention. 

Bob Fritsch started the show-and-tell portion of the gathering with an 
interesting presentation on New Hampshire woods covering the 
categories of town celebrations, organizations, numismatics, store cards, 
personals, and encased cents. Jack Mullen showed off his collection of 
Massachusetts bank tokens and pointed out that many of them listed the 
assets of the bank in order to instill trust in prospective customers. 

Ron Emerson showed his St. Maximillian Kolbe medal which 
commemorates Kolbe's "extreme act of selflessness" in standing in for 
a condemned prisoner at a Polish concentration camp. Just before lunch, 
Al Jones took us on a tour with his lighter than air medal collection. It was 
interesting to learn that at least one of the zeppelins visited New England. 

Everyone enjoyed a hot buffet lunch with lasagna and salad, ham and 
beans, meatballs, and assorted desserts. 

Following lunch, Bob Heath discussed the connection between 
Hampstead, New Hampshire and Hampstead, England including Wash 
Pond and the Hampstead Heath. Ralph Bartlett displayed his extensive 
collection of Massachusetts town pin-back buttons noting that some are 
almost identical to medals and were issued at the same time, and some 
were issued instead of medals. 

A lively session of swapping, selling, and buying took the meeting to a 
conclusion. 


CORRECTION: in the minutes of the November 5,1994 meeting of the 
NENA Board of Directors published in the Winter 1995 issue of NENA 
NEWS , the name of the founder of NENA was misspelled. Shepard 
Pond founded the New England Numismatic Association with a group of 
fellow collectors at a dinner meeting held May 23, 1941. Shepard Pond 
died May 28,1945. We thank his daughter Susan, a NENA Life Member, 
for calling the error to our attention. 






CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


WORCESTER COUNTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
GREENDALE PEOPLE’S CHURCH HALL 
25 FRANCIS STREET 
WORCESTER, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND FRIDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
7:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (508) 853-9258 
(MORNINGS ONLY) 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 

WOMAN'S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND TUESDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


CURRENCY CLUB OF NEW ENGLAND 
WOMAN'S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND MONDAY SEPTEMBER 
FIRST MONDAY OCT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


NASHUA COIN CLUB 
CHANDLER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
257 MAIN STREET 
NASHUA, NH 

MEETINGS SECOND MONDAY AT 7:00 P.M. 
EXCEPT JUNE AND OCTOBER 






CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


NEWPORT COUNTY COIN CLUB 
HOWARD JOHNSON'S LODGE 
351 WEST MAIN ROAD (RT 138 AT TWO MILE CORNER) 
MIDDLETOWN, Rl 

MEETINGS SECOND TUESDAY , 8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, WRITE TO: 

WALTER CLAVETTE, P.O. BOX 3, NEWPORT Rl 02840 


CENTRAL CONNECTICUT COIN CLUB 
MANCHESTER NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY 
330 MAIN STREET 
MANCHESTER, CT 06040 

MEETINGS FIRST TUESDAY SEPT - JUNE, 7:00 P.M. 
FOR INFORMATION: (203)529-0715 


BLACKSTONE VALLEY COIN CLUB 
BLACKSTONE MUNICIPAL CENTER 
FIRE DEPT MEETING ROOM 
BLACKSTONE, MA 

MEETINGS THIRD TUESDAY, 7:00 P.M 


GORHAM COIN CLUB 
LUTHER BONNEY HALL, ROOM 209 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE 
37 ANSON ROAD 
PORTLAND, ME 

MEETINGS THIRD TUESDAY, 7:00 P.M 


GREATER NEW BEDFORD COIN CLUB 
ANDREW DAHILL V.F.W. 

PARK STREET 
NEW BEDFORD, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND AND FOURTH SUNDAYS, 7:00 P.M. 
FOR INFORMATION, EVERETT BOOKER,P.O BOX 2991, 
NEW BEDFORD MA 02741 








CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


MANSFIELD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
MANSFIELD CENTER LIBRARY 
RT 89, WARRENVILLE ROAD 
MANSFIELD CENTER, CT 

MEETINGS FOURTH MONDAY, SEPT - APRIL 
(EXCEPT DECEMBER) 

7:30 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (203) 429-6970 
(6 - 9 P.M.) 


ANNUAL COIN SHOW IN MARCH 
DINNER/DONATION AUCTION IN DECEMBER 


COLLECTORS CLUB OF BOSTON 
WOMAN'S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS FOURTH TUESDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


GATEWAY COIN CLUB 
BALLARD HILL COMMUNITY CENTER 
CORNER PLEASANT AND MAIN STREETS 
LINCOLN, ME 

MEETINGS FIRST THURSDAY 
7:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (207) 794-6833 


TO LIST CLUB ACTIVITIES IN NENA NEWS , SEND TO 
NENA NEWS , P.O. BOX 383, NEWTONVILLE, MA 
02160-0003 







NENA CLASSIFIED ADS 


FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad 
related to numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell, or trade 
your coins, currency, medals, tokens, books, whatever. 

Send your typed or clearly handwritten ad to: 

NENA NEWS, P.O. Box 383, Newtonville, MA 02160-0003 

WANTED: Articles /stories written between 1870 and 1940 about 
MACERATED MONEY PRODUCTS. From shredded money sold 
by the Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. 
I would be interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 
Marlborough St, Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-43754. 

FOR SALE: 1957 gold and all six (6) gold-filled NENA convention 
medals in custom holders. WANTED: 1952 gold NENA medal. 
Send inquiry to NENA Life Member R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 1005, 
Lakewood NJ 08701, (908) 363-8598. Thank you. 

WANTED: Celluloid advertising mirrors, whetstones, pins, etc , 
especially oval mirrors in good shape. I will pay dearly for these. 
Looking for items 1890-1935. Call Jeff Hall (508) 422-8900. 

NENA MEDALS - WANTED: 1954 and 1994 bronze, 1951 
aluminum. FOR SALE: 1970 gold plate $10, 1971 rose gold $5, 
1972 gold plate $5, 1973 gold plate $5, 1974 bronze $5; please 
enclose $4 postage and handling. Kevin Simpson, 31 Pomona 
Road, Worcester MA 01602. 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New 
England. Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. Write 
to NENA Life Member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, P.O. Box 
63, Brick NJ 08723 for info. 

B.P.O.E. (ELKS) memorabilia wanted. Postcards, medals, jewelry, 
books, photos, magazines, posters, porcelains. Anything/everything 
list condition/price to: D.M.J. Vernon, 31 Kenton Rd, Boston MA 
02130-3342. 

WANTED: Medals, tokens, etc., depicting Lighter Than Air items 
Please write first. Alvan Jones, P.O. Box 423, Fayville, MA 01745 

WANTED - CIVIL WAR TOKENS AND MASS SUTTERS TOKENS: 

Ohio 175L -1A; Ohio 1750 -1A; Ohio 200D-1A; Ohio 975K; Ohio 
975M; any Massachusetts Sutters Tokens. Thank you. William F. 
Clark, 16 Curtis Road, Canton MA 02021-3150. 


CONGRATULATIONS NENA ON YOUR 51ST 



YOUR OFFICIAL NENA AUCTIONEER 


COIN, CURRENCY & 
EXONUMIA AUCTION 


Friday, August 25 at 5:00 pm 


Best Western Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlboro 
Viewing on Thursday, August 24 from 5:30 - 9:00 pm 
Day of Sale from 10:00 am - 4:45 pm 
Special viewing Monday, August 21, 1:00 - 5:30 pm 
at the Holiday Inn, Nashua, NH 


600 LOTS 

QUALITY CONSIGNMENTS ARE STILL BEING ACCEPTED 

VERY COMPETITIVE COMMISSION RATES 
AND SETTLEMENT SCHEDULE 


Catalog $5.00 with prices realized 
Stephen Schofield #1309 


Other 1995 Auctions: 

October 9 and December 5 at the Holiday Inn, Nashua NH 


P.O. Box 425 

New Boston, NH 03070 


HC 66 Box 178 
Colcord Hill Road 
So. Effingham, NH 03882 


800-882-2646 

603-487-2802 


603-539-6619 
FAX 603-539-5123 


FAX 603-487-2802 



NEW ENGLAND ’95 

THE 51ST ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 

NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 

BEST WESTERN ROYAL PLAZA HOTEL 

181 BOSTON POST ROAD WEST (RT 20) 
MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 
(EXIT 24B OFF RT 495 - 1 MILE ON RIGHT) 

HOTEL CONVENTION RATE $69 SINGLE/DOUBLE 
TEL: (508) 460-0700 MON-FRI 7AM-6PM 

SHOW HOURS 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 25, 11AM TO 7PM 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 9:30AM TO 4PM 

CONVENTION COORDINATOR 
TOM LACEY 
TEL: (508) 695-1922 
FAX: (508) 695-1926 

AUCTION BY CENTENNIAL AUCTIONS 

TEL: 1-800-882-2646 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
ROBERT FRITSCH, NENA PRESIDENT 
P O BOX 3003, NASHUA, NH 03061-3003 



NENA NEWS 



VOL 49_SUMMER 1995_NO. 3 

The aims and purposes of the Association shall be 
set forth in the agreement of the Association as 
follows: 

"To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection 
of coins and medals; to conduct courses of study in 
the art and science of numismatics; to give and 
otherwise sponsor lectures, exhibitions, displays, 
and functions pertaining to the appreciation and 
understanding of the art and science of 
numismatics..." 


(excerpts from NENA by-laws) 










KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 



s 


ART KAY 

M-S 10-5:30 SUN 10-4 
(408) 732-8575 
212 CAPELLA WAY 
TOWN & COUNTRY VILLAGE 
SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 
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1996 NENA MEDAL COMPETITION 


Design ideas for the 1996 NENA medal are now being accepted. 

Here are the simple rules: 

1. Design competition is open to all NENA members except the 
Medal Coordinator. The number of entries per member is 
not limited. 

2. The design must fit entirely within a circle with one per sheet. 
(An 8-1/2 x 11" paper with a 5" circle is suggested.) The 
idea is important; your artistic ability is not counted! 

3. The design theme must be New England, Numismatic, or 
both! 

4. Do not identify yourself on the paper with your design. 
Attach a separate piece of paper with your name, address, 
and telephone number to each entry. 

5. Send entries to Robert R. Heath, NENA Medal Coordinator, 
27 Wimbledon Circle, Waltham MA 02154-7311. All entries 
become the property of the New England Numismatic 
Association and must be received by Wednesday, 
December 20,1995. 

6. The NENA Board of Directors will select the winning design 
at its board meeting following the close of the contest. The 
decision of the Board is final. The Board reserves the right 
to modify the winning design idea for whatever reason they 
think necessary. 

Good Luck! DEADUNE WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1995 


L 


NEW ENGLAND 96 

52nd ANNUAL NENA CONVENTION 
FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 
AUGUST 23 and 24, 1996 
Royal Plaza Hotel, Marlborough MA 



NEW ENGLAND '95 AND THE 51st 
ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE 
NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION - 
A HUGE SUCCESS! 

Well, after all the months of planning and hoping and improvising when 
necessary, NEW ENGLAND '95 opened to dealers on Thursday night, 
August 24. Tom Lacey felt that his dealers might appreciate the 
opportunity to come in the night before the show to get set up and get 
their tables and displays in order with a little more time to spare than 
trying to do this on Friday morning when the public was pounding on the 
doors. Several dealers took advantage of the Thursday evening setup, 
including an extensive buffet provided by Tom- the food disappeared in 
the blink of a numismatists eye! There were Early Birds who also arrived 
on Thursday evening, who paid a premium to be able to circulate 
amongst the dealers at that time, to scoff up untold bargains. At the 
same time, the auction lots for the extensive sale prepared by Centennial 
Auctions were on view. 

Early Friday, dealers were at their tables for the Friday Early Bird visitors 
while the public was admitted at 11 am. The traffic flow was steady 
throughout the day, and the comments overheard in the bourse area 
were all favorable. All the show attendees were duly impressed by the 
size of the bourse area - more than 140 tables representing over 100 
dealers from Massachusetts to California, more than 15 states in all! The 
offerings in the bourse area included all a coin collector could wish for; 
US, foreign, ancients, currency, supplies - you name it, it was available. 

On Friday evening. Centennial Auctions of South Effingham, New 
Hampshire, conducted a most successful auction of approximately 700 
lots. Bidding was spirited throughout the early evening auction, and the 
attendees were impressed by the variety of species within the lots. The 
catalog was a fine example of the high quality of this auction. 

Saturday was the day of many events. The day started off with a Dutch 
Treat breakfast in the hotel dining room attended by about twenty 
convention goers including two of our featured speakers, Ed Rochette 
and Scott Travers. The Young Numismatists activities commenced early 
under the capable direction of Larry Gentile and Duncan MacLean. 
Nearly 60 young numismatists were in attendance for the lectures, 
contests, quizzes, video presentations, and of course, lunch. The YN's 
were led into the bourse area by the YN Program leaders, where the 
dealers answered questions about numismatics and the art of collecting. 
Many of the YN's were members of Boy Scout troops in the Worcester 
area, and participated in the Merit Badge program for coin collecting 


during their day at NENA. 


The numismatic Little Theater events held throughout the day on 
Saturday drew an interested audience. Al Jones spoke on the history of 
Ballooning through Numismatics, and had many examples from his 
collection on display to illustrate how the history of lighter than air devices 
has been detailed through numismatics. Peter Jones of Connecticut 
offered an illustrated talk on Early Colonial History Through Coins, 
discussing the place of coins in colonial life. Bill Jones spoke on early 
Massachusetts silver, highlighting his talk with slides including a very rare 
piece from the Massachusetts Historical Society collection. Scott Travers 
was a featured speaker of the day, offering his views on a survival 
strategy for the new coin market. Scott explored the mindset of the 
collector over the last ten years as the coin market has changed. His 
slide show detailed what dealers look for in the coins offered to them; 
grading and doctoring were among his topics. 

The NENA Annual Meeting at noon was well attended, and President 
Robert Fritsch presented the NENA President's Award to Diana Rogers, 
a teacher's aide in New Hampshire who has developed an introductory 
coin collecting program for her students. With an assist from NENA and 
members of the Nashua Coin Club, Ms. Rogers has been able to interest 
about 100 young students in coin collecting and learning about history 
and geography through coins. The keynote speaker for the annual 
meeting was Ed Rochette, a native of New England and long-time 
supporter of NENA. Ed was president of the ANA and is now devoting his 
time to the Olympic committees, both US and International. Ed presented 
a very interesting talk, with slides showing some of the facilities built with 
proceeds from the sale of Olympic coins and medals. Ed is a great 
ambassador for our hobby, always presenting the viewpoint of the 
collector. He had praise for NENA for bucking the downward trend seen 
in other areas, by continuing to grow our annual convention in our joint 
ventures with Tom Lacey, who is well known as a show promoter. 

The convention attendance on Saturday was as steady as it had been on 
Friday. Comments from the public and collectors was very favorable - 
many had not expected such a large and diverse bourse area with so 
many different offerings. At the registration desk over the two days, more 
than 50 NENA members took advantage of the opportunity to prepay their 
1996 dues and gain free admission to the show. The souvenir sheets 
prepared for the show sold out by midday on Saturday, and the 1995 
NENA medals were selling out rapidly. The exhibits were quite varied, 
and the awards to the winning exhibitors were presented on Saturday 
during the Annual Meeting - the list is elsewhere in this issue. 

This was a truly great show! Hope to see all of you at New England '96! 




SCENES FROM NEW ENGLAND ' 95: 
51st ANNUAL NENA CONVENTION 


NENA Life Member Larry Bell, who generously donated proceeds of 
the sales of his collectible dollars to NENA, 
confers with Bob Heath, NENA Medal Coordinator 


Tom Lacey, Convention Coordinator, takes a short break to visit 
with his Mom and Dad, a big part of his success as a show promoter 





PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS TO THE MEMBERS 

(at the NENA Annual Meeting August 26) 

Before I introduce our keynote speaker, I want to take this 
opportunity to lay before you the agenda and goals for the conning year. 
Our accomplishments of the past year have not been many except to 
work on this show. Those efforts have paid off with one of the most 
exciting shows in the region in many years, at least from NENA's 
standpoint. 

This next year will see activities in three broad areas: activity with 
member clubs, education, and raising public awareness of the joys of the 
hobby. 

The first will see a firm commitment on the part of NENA to help 
our member clubs strengthen and grow, while they help us with that 
program. The Speaker's bureau will become a truly useful tool for 
member clubs to use in their programs. The concept is simple: NENA 
will maintain a directory of numismatic speakers who are willing to travel 
to clubs in the region. The directory will include not only the subject, but 
the requirements of the speaker to make an appearance, like maximum 
travel distance and stipend (if any). Listing in the directory is strictly 
voluntary, and the member clubs will be the primary scarce of listings. 
Both sides will be working toward a common goal. 

Simple to state and sc very difficult to execute. This will require 
the cooperation of everybody involved -- speakers, clubs, and most 
especially, the Coordinator. Bill Johnson has taken on a mighty task. 

I also wish to continue with my stated goal of visiting every 
member club during my tenure. 1 haven’t beer- so good this past year, but 
time is freeing up so I can do oetter this year. 

Did you know that every membe r dub can seat a liaison on the 
NENA Board, subject to Beard approval? It is right there h the Bylaws, 
and every club is encouraged to do so I would like to see member dub 
forums at the state level, presided by the State Director, haopen several 
times per year, with one for the entire region at the Annual Conference. 
Let's try for one next year. 

Our second area of concentration is education Using the 
momentum created by Mrs Rogers, we want to encourage local clubs 
(after all, that's whore it all begins) to support their schools in like projects. 
All it requires is a lot of material and the Mrs Rogerses will do the rest. If 
anybody has some foreign poundage for cheap, please see me. We can 
use it for the coming school year. 

I also have an education guide called Common Cents which I got 
from the ANA a couple of years ago. One schooi district in Ohio, working 
with a coin dealer, collected about Ten Thousand Dollars in pennies (yes, 
I call them pennies) during a fund raiser. That's One Million of the things. 
This 100+ page guide describes ail sorts of activities centering around 


pennies that the entire district used for grades K-12. It is all quite 
fascinating, and there is absolutely no reason why it cannot happen here. 
NENA will provide a copy to any member club that wants to try to 
spearhead such an effort. 

Our final goal is to raise public awareness. Most of you don't 
know it, but I made a TV appearance as a Subject Matter Expert in a 
debate about the dollar coin vs the dollar bill. It was on at such an odd 
time and channel that I doubt more than fifteen people in the area saw it, 
and that includes my family. The point is that such appearances by local 
numismatists do help show the public that we are out here. Writeups in 
local papers, or even a published article help immensely. Go do it - I 
intend to continuing doing so. 

We still want to get ANA's "Money Talks" radio spots on National 
Public Radio. That requires a lot of people writing to their local NPR 
stations requesting it. ANA will gladly provide promotional material, and 
NENA can act as a distributor of that material. Just ask. 

These goals require a lot of individual involvement or they won't 
work. That means everybody within the sound of my voice and everybody 
reading this transcript in NENA News. I call upon each and every 
member to help us help you and your community. Together we can 
make it happen. 

Thank you. 



NENA President Robert Fritsch and Ed Rochette, Keynote Speaker 
at the NENA Annual Meeting. Ed is a native of Worcester, MA and 
former President of the American Numismatic Association. 





The following is a transcript of Robert Fritsch's speech introducing Diana 
Rogers to the members and presenting her with the NENA President's 
Award for exceptional service to the hobby... 

My first contact with Diana Rogers was in the form of a phone call 
sometime around the first of the year. She is a teacher's aide in her local 
school, in Canaan, NH, and she had gotten a good response from the 
kids when she started talking about coins. She had bugged the local 
dealer for information and material, and he had referred her to me. 
Actually, he gave her one of my "Cards", the NENA Nickel that I use. So 
she called me with her request. 

I took the request to the Nashua Coin Club, my local club, and 
the members there responded well. I sent her a bag of foreign poundage 
immediately and the NCC contributions later, and thought nothing more 
of the matter 

Last Spring I received a large package in the mail. It contained 
letters of thanks from the kids, and one from Diana also. But let her tell 
the story in her own words: 

"Dear Robert, 

"You've not lived until you’ve seen the faces of 8-10 year old kids 
light up with joy. To see them wiggle and squirm with excitement when 
you say, 'Yes, you can really keep it.' 

"The generous gift from you, the Nashua Coin Club, K. Young, 
Mr. Roger Levesque and everyone else has brought about 150 kids a 
fantastic lesson in History, a course in Geography, and a treasure hunt 
within their reach. (Really within their reach.) This would never have 
happened without all of you. 

"On May 2, 1995, ! gave a lesson to a group of third graders 
where most of them had "Attention Deficit Disorder" (they can't sit still for 
more than ten minutes). They enjoyed it so much that no one had to go 
to the bathroom or wanted to break to go out to play. This lesson lasted 
for two hours. And when they got their coins to keep, I was the one who 
got the hugs & kisses that belonged to you. 

"When you read through the letters enclosed, remember how it 
felt to get your first collector's coin, especially if it was a gift from an adult 
who thought you were responsible enough to keep it. Out of 150 kids I've 
had the pleasure to teach, over 100 of them are now collectors. Maybe 
its just pennies from their birth ye?' and that one great foreign coin, but 
that’s how it all begins. 

"Enjoy the letters anc* i'm sure all their facts aren't right, but that's 
okay, they will remember your generosity always. 

"Thank you, Diana Rogers." 

Also in that envelope were a scad of letters from the kids and 


each is a gem in itself. Many of you have already seen them. This is one 
of the best things about this job: I get a lot of credit for things others have 
helped to create. 

However, this little talk is not about me. Mrs. Rogers is here 
today, and the bulk of credit must rest with her, for none of this would 
have happened without her. She has even joined NENA. Let me tell you 
assembled here today that people like her are few and far between. If 
one of them ever comes your way, support them with all you have. You 
will be glad you did. 

I asked her if it would be OK to recognize her today, and she 
assented. Now recognition takes on many forms, and this lady deserves 
something special. She has done more for Youth Numismatics in one 
school year than I have done in my whole life. So the NENA Board, at my 
suggestion, created the NENA President's Award for exceptional service 
to the hobby. 

Ladies and gentlemen, it is my great pleasure to present to you 
Mrs Diana Rogers and to give her the first ever NENA President's Award 
WELL DONE! 



Diana Rogers, recipient of the NENA President's Award, with 
Robert Fritsch 


EXHIBIT AWARD WINNERS 
AT NEW ENGLAND *95 


An exhibit of 1976 Canadian Olympic coins presented by Jack Kiley 
captured the 1995 Eliott L. Goldberg Best of Show award at New England 
'95, the 51st Annual Convention of the New England Numismatic 
Association. First Place winners by classification were: 


United States Coins 
Foreign Coins 
Ancients (before 1250) 
Miscellaneous, Specialized 
Paper Money 
Medals 

Coins of Beauty 


Kenneth Cable 
Jack Kiley 
Larry Gentile 
Mike Macuga 
Oscar Yuan 
Bob Heath 
Carl Lundquist 


Second Place awards were presented to George Bilodeau in the Foreign 
category, Jerry Kirby in United States Coins, Bob Fritsch in Paper Money, 
Jack Mullen in Medals, and Jack Haroian in Miscellaneous and 
Specialized. 


The New England Exonumia Society plaque was awarded to Jack Mullen 
for the best exhibit of New England related exonumia. 

Engraved uniface 1995 NENA Exhibitor medals were presented to all 
exhibitors. 


RAFFLE WINNERS AT NEW ENGLAND ’95 


This year's raffle was a huge success, bringing in several hundred dollars 
for the NENA treasury and generating a lot of excitement during the show. 
The thanks for this effort must go to Barbara Jones who single-handedly 
sold most of the tickets! Show goers could not easily slip by Barbara as 
she sat selling tickets throughout the two days of the convention - very 
few could resist her salesmanship! Thanks also to Ted Barrett who 
coordinated the prizes and the printing of the tickets. The happy winners 
were: 

1st Prize $5.00 US Gold Piece T.J. E ; snor 

2nd Prize 1995 NENA Medai Set Bob Kevorkian 

3rd Prize 1995 Prestige Set Lloyd Entenmann 

4th Prize Silver Proof Set Irene Boisvert 

5th Prize Silver Dollar Roger Durand 



SCENES FROM NEW ENGLAND ' 95 ; 
51st ANNUAL NENA CONVENTION 



Al Bonesio of Connecticut, a member of NENA since November 1971 
and a Life Member since 1985, enjoying New England ‘95. 

Al is a staunch supporter of NENA, and promotes our organization 
whenever he has the opportunity, especially while attending annual 
ANA conventions. NENA would like to thank Al for all his efforts on our 
behalf, and for being such a good-will ambassador for our hobby. 



A view of the crowded bourse floor ~ much activity here! 




The following letter was sent from Art Kay, a well -known west coast 
coin dealer, to NENA President Robert Fritsch... 


September 6,1995 

To; The New England Numismatic Association 

I want to personally thank NENA 95's President Robert F. Fritsch, 
Convention Coordinator Tom Lacey and his wife Andrea, Convention 
Program Advertising Chairman Al Jones, and Arthur Fitts of Colony Coins 
in Newtonville, MA along with all the dedicated people of NENA for putting 
on a great coin show. 

When I had first seen the advertisement for New England '95 I called 
Tom Lacey about attending the show. He was a great gentleman with a 
very professional approach to the upcoming show. 

Art Fitts of Colony Coin gave me the phone number of the NENA 
President Bob Fritsch. He was another great gentleman, full of 
enthusiasm for the club and the upcoming show. 

Bob Fritsch had me contact Al Jones for advertising. I talked to Al and 
told him what I was looking for in the advertising. I sent Al a proposal for 
my ad in the NENA 95 program. I was very pleased with the results. 

I was amazed that these arrangements were done over the phone 3,000 
miles away and were handled just the way I had planned them to be. 
Most of the time you cannot get this much professional togetherness with 
people in the next room to you. 

To everyone at NENA, thanks again. I am very glad I had made the 
choice to attend this show and look forward to attending them again in the 
future. 

Sincerely, 

Art Kay 

Kay Coins International 
Sunnyvale, CA 94089 


Editor s note: Art Kay not only enjoyed the show, he became a Life 
Member of NENA at the show, and contracted for a full page 
advertisement in NENA NEWS for a year. Welcome, and thank you Art - 
we really appreciate your support and commitment to NENA! 


COPPER COINAGE OF MEXICO 

by Ron Emerson 

When coin collectors think of Mexican coingae, they probably consider 
large, popular silver pesos, 8 reales, 50 centavos, and so on. It certainly 
is true, at least until recent times, that most Mexican coinage is made 
from silver. However, there are many types of copper and bronze coins 
which I feel are overlooked by foreign coin collectors. 

In higher grades they are often more expensive than silver coins. This is 
no doubt due to the fact that people will use a less valuable metal coin 
first for the same denomination minted with a higher valued metal (copper 
vs. silver). Also, far fewer copper coins were minted than silver. 

Using the 1995 Krause catalog, the first coins illustrated are copper. They 
are the Tlaco (1/8 real) and 2 Tlaco (1/4 real). Moving through Krause to 
the War of Independence at the State of Oaxaca (pronounced Wah-hah- 
ka), you find some interesting and popular copper coinage (KM222-223). 
They are of the real system, show the word SUD (South) and are rather 
crude. As you continue to the Republic, you will find a run of State and 
Federal issues (KM316-367). To me, these are perhaps the most 
interesting collectible coppers. Although sometimes crude, they feature 
interesting designs and for the most part they are scarce, especially in 
grades above Fine. Before leaving this era, note an interestng one 
centavo coin of the Maximillian Empire (1864-1867). It is a one year type, 
1864, is relatively expensive in all grades. 

Beginning in 1905, we are at the United States of Mexico era, the current 
period. This brings us to a limited, but to me a very interesting bronze 
type coinage - the 2, 5, 10, and 20 centavos series, KM422, 424, 430, 
433,437,439 and 440. All the obverses feature the national standard fo 
the eagle and snake on cactus (perhaps the subject of a future article). 

It is especially challenging to find nice examples of the 1919 and 1920 ten 
centavos and thel 920 twenty centavos. It is virtually impossible to find the 
1917, 1919, or 1924 five centavos in any grade. 

An impressive, and much easier to obtain, bronze coin is the 50 centavos 
of 1955 -1959, KM450. A nice example of this coin combined with a nice 
silver 5 pesos of 1947 or 1948 would make an attractive numismatic set. 
Both feature a national hero, Cuauhtemoc. 

Before ending this article, I should note the many copper coins minted 
during the Revolutionary Period, 1910-1917. This is an area of 
numismatic history that deserves special study. 


MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 5 NENA BOARD MEETING 


The regular meeting of the New England Numismatic Association was 
convened at 10:06 am on Saturday, 5 August 1995 at the Royal Plaza 
Hotel in Marlboro, with President Robert Fritsch in the Chair. The vice 
president and treasurer were present. The following Board of Directors 
members were absent and excused; Barrett, Chisamore, Emerson, 
Ferrari, Gentile, Heath, Melick, and Rolston. The minutes of the 3 June 
meeting were read and approved. The Treasurer's report was read. The 
death of the wife of member Joe Cabana and the death of NENA 
member Sheren Davis, who died in June, were reported. 

The President's report included the following; President Robert Fritsch 
appeared on New England Cable Television inJuly 1995 on the Jeff 
Jacoby show. The topic was the possible introduction of a US coin to 
replace the paper one dollar bill now in use. President Fritsch took the 
pro side of the issue as did Fred Hammerle, Chief Operating Officer of 
Stern Metals, Inc. of Attleboro MA, maker of coin planchets. The host, 
Jeff Jacoby, took the con side. 

Correspondence - NENA ballots for the ANA election were sent and all 
those NENA voted for won office with the exception of Horton. Info 
Exchange, Inc., wrote asking NENA participation in their listing on the 
Internet. There is no charge. It was voted to have President Fritsch 
check out the offer and report to the Board. 

The Treasurer reported that he had put NENA articles in the Middlesex 
County newspapers. The NENA NEWS editor requested that NENA 
Board members write articles for the next NENA NEWS issue as all prior 
articles have been printed. 

Nominating Committee - Treasurer Bob Anderson, who is not up for 
reelection this year, has been appointed Chairman of the NENA 1996 
Nominating Committee. All members of the Board who were present 
agreed to stand for reelection for 1996. The absent members will be 
contacted by Chairman Anderson. 

Proposed NENA President's Award - It was voted to award this as the 
occasion merits at the NENA convention to a person who has made 
outstanding contributions to New England numismatics. It was also voted 
to present the NENA President's Award for 1995 to member Diana 
Rogers for her work with school children in the field of numismatics. 

Show Business - The Little Theater will present the following programs at 
the 1995 NENA Convention: Scott Travers, who will speak for two hours; 


William T. Jones; Dr. Peter Jones, who will speak on "Foreign Money in 
Colonial Days". Due to the illness of A. George Mallis, member Al Jones 
has agreed to speak on "A History of Ballooning Through Numismatics". 

Raffle - Barbara Jones has personally sold 102 raffle books and reported 
that a total of $558 has been turned in to date with more to come. 
Barbara received a round of applause from the Board. 

Medals - it was reported that the medals have been sold out and that the 
finished product will be ready this week. It was reported that 
approximately sixty NENA uniface medals will be used for awards to all 
those involved in the convention. 

Exhibits - there have been ten applications to exhibit so far. 

Advertising - Al Jones reported that $1,225 has been collected so far with 
more to come. 

Door prizes - so far three major door prizes have been donated and 
several smaller ones. Those donated include dinners and gift certificates. 

YN - there will be two videos shown to the YN's. Boy and Girl Scouts from 
Worcester are expected to attend, approximately 35. Lunch for the YN's 
will be at Arby's or a pizza place -some restaurant that supports NENA. 

Tom and Andrea Lacey reported that promos include direct mail and 
classified ads in major newspapers. 140 tables have been sold (100 
dealers). The auction catalog includes about 700 lots. The NENA Annual 
Breakfast will be held at 7:30 am on Saturday. Tom Lacey reported that 
the convention booklet should make money. There will be a complete 
first-class mailing to all NENA members with details about the show. The 
souvenir sheets are readv and the post office will be present on one day 
of the show. 

There was a discussion of the ANA letter sent to ANA members on behalf 
of Bowers and Merena. President Fritsch gave an account of the letters 
sent on behalf of NENA and the replies received from ANA and Mr. 
Bowers, both letters and phone calls. It was decided that NENA had 
made its point and no further action on behalf of NENA was needed. 
There was no new business. The next meeting will be at the NENA 
Convention, 6 pm Friday, 25 August 1995, at the Royal Plaza Hotel in 
Marlboro, MA. The meeting was adjourned at 11:50 am. 

Respectfully submitted, Carl W. Lunquist, Vice President 


NENA PRESIDENT DEBATES DOLLAR COIN 


On July 2, 1995, NENA President Bob Fritsch participated in a televised 
panel discussion about the dollar coin vs. the dollar bill, and the 
elimination of the penny. 

The discussion took place on Jeff Jacoby's Talk of New England on New 
England Cable News. Jacoby is a columnist for the Boston Globe. Also 
participating in the discussion was Fred Hammerle, President of Stern 
Metals of Attleboro, MA, maker of planchets for the U.S. Mint. 

Mr. Fritsch and Mr. Hammerle were for the coin, while Mr. Jacoby was 
against it. Nothing was truly resolved although good points were made 
by both sides. Mr. Fritsch presented some history of coinage during the 
discussion. Consensus was reached on the elimination of the cent right 
at the end of the show. (While it was not brought out during the 
discussion, Mr. Fritsch would like to see the cent hang around but sees 
the inevitability of its demise.) 

The discussion lasted about forty minutes, including commercial breaks. 
New England Cable News is not on several cable systems, so most 
members probably were not able to see it. President Fritsch had only two 
days' notification for the appearance, which left no time to get the word 
out to NENA members. 


NENA POSTAL CANCELLATION ITEMS 
AVAILABLE BY MAIL ORDER 


A popular feature of this year's convention was the postal cancellation 
booth where on Friday, attendees could have souvenir sheets, postcards, 
and envelopes cancelled with the NENA postmark for our 51st Annual 
Convention. 

Although the souvenir sheets were sold out at the convention, there is still 
a limited number of sets of cancelled postcards and envelopes available 
by mail at $1.50 for each set. 

Please address orders or inquiries to Robert Fritsch, NENA President, 
P-O- Box 3003, Nashua NH 03061-3003. 


THE NENA PAST PRESIDENTS FUND SUPPORTS THE YOUNG 
NUMISMATISTS ACTIVITIES AT OUR ANNUAL CONVENTION NENA 
WOULD LIKE TO THANK THOSE WHO CONTRIBUTED TO THE PAST 
PRESIDENTS FUND AT THE SHOW AND THOSE WHO ADDED 
DONATIONS TO THEIR 1995 DUES PAYMENTS. 




MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 25 NENA BOARD MEETING 


The regular meeting of the New England Numismatic Association Board 
of Directors convened at 6 pm on 25 August 1995 in the Corporate Room 
of the Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlboro, MA with President Fritsch in the 
Chair. The vice president and treasurer were present. The following 
members of the Board were absent and excused; Barrett, Chisamore, 
Dyroff, Emerson, Ferreri, Gentile, Sylvia Johnson, Bill Johnson, MacLean, 
and Melick. This meeting was held as part of the 1995 NENA convention 
and numerous members of the Board were absent due to convention 
duties. The treasurer's report was read. It was voted to put this 
treasurer's report to the general NENA meeting on 26 August 1995. 

The nominating committee reported that all members of the Board who 
were up for reelection have agreed to serve is nominated for 1996 

Correspondence - the ANA Publication Contest thanked NENA for 
submitting NENA NEWS. Jack Mullen was given a round of applause by 
the Board in recognition of his service as editor 

The General Meeting of NENA agenda is as follows; 1994 Minutes; 
Treasurer's Report; Elections; Recognitions; Awards; President's 
Address; Address by Ed Rochette; Open Issues; adjournment. 

There was a request for NENA to join an anti-smoking group; this was 
tabled until the October 1995 Board Meeting. 

President Fritsch gave a preview of his address to the general 
membership to the Board. The President announced that appointed 
members of the Board will be appointed at the October Board of Directors 
meeting. 

Canadian Numismatic Association representative Richard Becker was 
recognized for CNA's donation of numimatic books to those attending the 
NENA convention. The meeting was adjourned at 6:29 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Carl W. Lundquist, Vice President 

NENA NEWS ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 
HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
INSIDE FRONT OR BACK COVER $55 
Prices are per insertion for camera ready copy only. 



MINUTES OF THE NENA ANNUAL MEETING 
AUGUST 26, 1995 


The Annual Meeting of the New England Numismatic Association general 
membership was called to order at 12 noon in the Duchess Room of the 
Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlboro, MA with President Robert Fritsch in the 
Chair. There were approximately 35 members and guests present. 

The following agenda for this annual meeting was presented to the 
membership: Treasurer's Report; minutes of the 1994 Annual Meeting; 
elections; recognitions; awards; president’s address; Keynote Speaker 
address by Ed Rochette; open issues and adjournment. 

The minutes of the 1994 Annual Meeting were read, approved, and 
placed on file with changes. The Treasurer's Report was read. The 
report of the Nominating Committee stated that all Board members up for 
reelection were willing to serve in 1996 if elected. There were no 
nominations from the floor so the slate proposed by the Nominating 
Committee was voted by the general membership. 

Recognitions - John Kittredge, a NENA member since 1948, was 
recognized with a standing ovation for his long and dedicated service to 
NENA. The following members of the NENA Board of Directors were 
awarded 1995 NENA uniface medals by President Fritsch: Jim Rolston, 
Sylvia Johnson, Bob Anderson, Ron Emerson, Jack Kiley and Ted 
Barrett. 

President Robert Fritsch awarded the first annual NENA President's 
Award to new NENA member Diana Rogers for her work as a teacher's 
aide in New Hampshire where she taught the delights of coin collecting 
to her students. NENA members sent coins and advice to Ms. Rogers to 
further her project. In return, letters of thanks came to NENA from the 
one hundred fifty 8 to 10 year old students and from Ms. Rogers. The 
letters were distributed to the NENA membership to peruse. Ms. Rogers 
reported that among the students were many attention deficit disorder 
affected students who sat through the two-hour sessions with no 
wnggling. Ms. Rogers predicts that the hobby now has at least 100 new 
and enthusiastic coin collectors. 


Exhibit Awards - Chairman John Kittredge presented this year's awards 
to the winning exhibitors. The list will be published in NENA NEWS. 

President Fritsch addressed the group, and his comments were warmly 
received. A transcript will be printed in NENA NEWS. 


Kudos were given to Tom and Andrea Lacey for the unqualified success 
of the 1995 convention, NEW ENGLAND '95. 

Ed Rochette, the keynote speaker, then addressed the group and 
highlights from his talk are noted here. Mr. Rochette is Museum 
Consultant to the International Olympic Committee and Numismatic 
Consultant to the United States Olympic Committee. He opened his 
remarks by noting that the hobby can be turned around and said that 
NENA is bucking the general trend downward. The difference is in the 
leadership shown by its members. Mr. Rochette then described the 
Olympic building in Lausanne, Switzerland that monies from numismatists 
helped build. Slides of the building were shown. Mr. Rochette then made 
the following predictions to the group: USOC will not reach its monetary 
goals; Congress will mint new memorial coins - for money; government 
will not pay for memorials like the Korean War Memorial or the Women 
in Wars Memorial; the collector is the one paying and not being 
recognized, and this situation needs to be changed Mr. Rochette then 
made a plea to collectors to continue to support the Olympic Games and 
he called this support a "noble cause". He further stated that "collectors 
should not boycott Olympic coins - it is too late for this approach. 
Congressional stupidity cannot be reversed." Mr. Rochette pointed out 
that the facilities bougnt with the monies provided by coin collectors will 
be turned into Atlanta area college facilities. He described how these 
monies provided by collectors have been used so far at the Olympic 
Training Center in Colorado Springs, Colorado. He particularly 
mentioned the Sports Medicine Veiadrome, the gymnasium, and aquatic 
pool as having been paid for by numismatists. Mr Rochette concluded 
his remarks by stating "Collectors should not be into Olympic coins for 
monetary investment but as an investment in America." 

President Fritsch presented Mr. Rochette with the 1995 Speaker's Award, 
a uniface NENA medal. As tnere were no open issues brought before the 
body, the 1995 general membership meeting of NENA was adjourned at 
1 pm. 

Respectfully submitted, Carl W. Lundquist, Vice President 


WANTED 

U.S. Engraved Award Medals 

Issued by schools, colleges, agricultural and industrial 
societies, mechanics, associations, life-saving, political, 
historical, city and town, military. Write: 

Stan Steinberg 

Box 512, Malden, MA 02148 - (617)396-7410 




CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


MANSFIELD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
MANSFIELD CENTER LIBRARY 
RT 89, WARRENVILLE ROAD 
MANSFIELD CENTER, CT 

MEETINGS FOURTH MONDAY, SEPT - APRIL 
(EXCEPT DECEMBER) 

7:30 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (203) 429-6970 
(6 - 9 P.M.) 


ANNUAL COIN SHOW IN MARCH 
DINNER/DONATION AUCTION IN DECEMBER 


COLLECTORS CLUB OF BOSTON 
WOMAN'S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS FOURTH TUESDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB 
CHURCH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 
ELM STREET 
WEST SPRINGFIELD, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND SUNDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
7:00 P.M. 


TO LIST CLUB ACTIVITIES IN NENA NEWS, SEND TO 
NENA NEWS, P.O. BOX 383, NEWTONVILLE, MA 
02160-0003 






CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


NEWPORT COUNTY COIN CLUB 
HOWARD JOHNSON'S LODGE 
351 WEST MAIN ROAD (RT 138 AT TWO MILE CORNER) 
MIDDLETOWN, Rl 

MEETINGS SECOND TUESDAY , 8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, WRITE TO: 

WALTER CLAVETTE, P.O. BOX 3, NEWPORT Rl 02840 


CENTRAL CONNECTICUT COIN CLUB 
MANCHESTER NATIONAL GUARD ARMORY 
330 MAIN STREET 
MANCHESTER, CT 06040 

MEETINGS FIRST TUESDAY SEPT - JUNE, 7:00 P.M. 
FOR INFORMATION: (203) 529-0715 


BLACKSTONE VALLEY COIN CLUB 

BLACKSTONE MUNICIPAL CENTER 
FIRE DEPT MEETING ROOM 
BLACKSTONE. MA 

MEETINGS THIRD TUESDAY, 7:00 P.M. 


GORHAM COIN CLUB 
LUTHER BONNEY HALL, ROOM 209 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE 
37 ANSON ROAD 
PORTLAND, ME 

MEETINGS THIRD TUESDAY, 7:00 P.M. 


GREATER NEW BEDFORD COIN CLUB 
ANDREW DAHILL V.F.W. 

PARK STREET 
NEW BEDFORD, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND AND FOURTH SUNDAYS, 7:00 P.M. 
FOR INFORMATION, EVERETT BOOKER,P.O. BOX 2991, 
NEW BEDFORD MA 02741 







CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


WORCESTER COUNTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
GREENDALE PEOPLE'S CHURCH HALL 
25 FRANCIS STREET 
WORCESTER, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND FRIDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
7:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (508) 853-S258 
(MORNINGS ONLY) 


BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
WOMAN'S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND TUESDAY, SEPT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


CURRENCY CLUB OF NEW ENGLAND 
WOMAN'S CLUB 
72 COLUMBUS STREET 
NEWTON HIGHLANDS, MA 

MEETINGS SECOND MONDAY SEPTEMBER 
FIRST MONDAY OCT - JUNE 
8:00 P.M. 

FOR INFORMATION, CALL (508) 687-2888 


NASHUA COIN CLUB 
CHANDLER MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
257 MAIN STREET 
NASHUA, NH 

MEETINGS SECOND MONDAY AT 7:00 P.M. 
EXCEPT JUNE AND OCTOBER 






NENA CLASSIFIED ADS 


FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad related to 
numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell, or trade your coins, 
currency, medals, tokens, books, whatever... 

Send your typed or clearly handwritten ad to: 

NENA NEWS, P.O. Box 383, Newtonville, MA 02160-0003 

NENA MEDALS - WANTED: 1954 and 1994 bronze, 1951 aluminum. 
FOR SALE: 1970 gold plate $10,1971 rose gold $5, 1972 gold plate $5, 
1973 gold plate $5, 1974 bronze $5; please enclose $4 postage and 
handling. Kevin Simpson, 31 Pomona Road, Worcester MA 01602. 

WANTED: Articles /stories written between 1870 and 1940 about 
MACERATED MONEY PRODUCTS. From shredded money sold by the 
Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. I would be 
interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 Marlborough St, 
Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. 

WANTED: Celluloid advertising mirrors, whetstones, pins, etc., 

especially oval mirrors in good shape. I will pay dearly for these. 
Looking for items 1890-1935. Call Jeff Hall (508) 422-8900. 

FOR SALE: 1957 gold and all six (6) gold-filled NENA convention 
medals in custom holders. WANTED: 1952 gold NENA medal. Send 
inquiry to NENA Life Member R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 1005, Lakewood NJ 
08701, (908) 363-8598. Thank you. 

WANTED: Medals, tokens, etc., depicting Lighter Than Air items. Please 
write first. Alvan Jones, P.O. Box 423, Fayville, MA 01745 

WANTED - CML WAR TOKENS AND MASS SUTTERS TOKENS: Ohio 
175L -1A; Ohio 1750 -1A; Ohio 200D-1A; Ohio 975K; Ohio 975M; any 
Massachusetts Sutters Tokens. Thank you. William F. Clark, 16 Curtis 
Road, Canton MA 02021-3150. 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New England. 
Our 1500+ member club is what you’re looking for. Write to NENA Life 
Member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, P.O. Box 63, Brick NJ 08723 
for info. 

B.P.O.E. (ELKS) memorabilia wanted. Postcards, medals, jewelry, 
books, photos, magazines, posters, porcelains. Anything/everything list 
condition/price to: D.M.J. Vernon, 31 Kenton Rd, Boston MA 02130-3342. 
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Auctions by 
Bowers and Merena 


Get Top Dollar for Your Coins! 


WHEN THE TIME 
COMES for you to sell, 
you deserve the best— 
Auctions by Bowers 
and Merena. Whether 
your collection is 
worth several thou¬ 
sand dollars or several 
million dollars, we can 
realize for you the 
highest possible mar¬ 
ket price! Your coins 
will be showcased to our worldwide mailing 
list in our Grand Format’" catalogue, pre¬ 
pared under the personal supervison of Q. 
David Bowers. 

An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success! 

Auction Records: it is a matter of fact 
that of the three largest collections of United 
States coins ever catalogued and sold at auc¬ 
tion, all three were handled by 
Bowers and Merena. Of the 
top ten world’s auction prices 
for a United States coin, we 
hold six (our nearest competi¬ 
tors hold two, one, and one 
respectively). 

Financial Integrity: Our fi¬ 
nancial integrity, performance, and 


ethical manner of doing business are unsur¬ 
passed by any other firm. Over the years we 
have sold hundreds of millions of dollars’ 
worth of coins for well over 10,000 collectors, 
dealers, museums, institutions, agencies, and 
numerous other important organizations, with 
every payment made prompdy and in full. 

AWARDS: While we are never content to rest 
on our laurels, it is worthy of mention that 
Bowers and Merena has received more awards 
from the Numismatic Literary Guild, the 
Professional Numismatists Guild, and the 
American Numismatic Association for its 
catalogues, books, and publications than have 
all of our competitors combined. 

WHEN YOU DEAL WITH BOWERS AND 
MERENA, you deal with a firm with an 
unequaled record of success. Let our success 
be your success when it comes to auctioning 
your coins. Whether you have a small per¬ 
sonal collection, or a collection worth $25 
million, when you select Bowers and Merena 
you are assured of getting 
the finest quality 
presentation, the 
Finest net bot¬ 
tom line financial 
results, and the 
finest personal at- 
your 
-we’ll 




AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC 

BOX 1224 • WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 • 800-458-4646 






NEW ENGLAND '96 

THE 52nd ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 

NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

AUGUST 23 AND 24, 1996 

BEST WESTERN ROYAL PLAZA 
HOTEL 

181 BOSTON POST ROAD WEST (RT 20) 
MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

(EXIT 24B OFF RT 495 - 1 MILE ON RIGHT) 


CONVENTION COORDINATOR 

TOM LACEY 
TEL: (508)695-1922 
FAX: (508)695-1926 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
ROBERT FRITSCH, NENA PRESIDENT 
P O BOX 3003, NASHUA, NH 03061-3003 



NENA NEWS 
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The aims and purposes of the Association shall be 
set forth in the agreement of the Association as 
follows: 

To encourage and develop the appreciation and 
understanding of numismatics, and the collection 
of coins and medals; to conduct courses of study in 
the art and science of numismatics; to give and 
otherwise sponsor lectures, exhibitions, displays, 
and functions pertaining to the appreciation and 
understanding of the art and science of 
numismatics...” 


(excerpts from NENA by-laws) 





KAY COINS 
INTERNATIONAL 

BEST WISHES 
TO ALL 

NENA MEMBERS 
AND FRIENDS 
FORA 

HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS 
1996! 



LIFE MEMBER NENA 


ART KAY 

M-S 10 - 5:30 SUN 10-4 
(408) 732-8575 
212 CAPELLA WAY 
TOWN & COUNTRY VILLAGE 
SUNNYVALE, CA 94086 













BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION 


PRESIDENT 

Robert F. Fritsch 

P.O. Box 3003 

Nashua, NH 03061-3003 


TREASURER 

Robert Anderson 

P.O. Box 383 

Newtonville, MA 02160 


VICE PRESIDENT 

Carl Lundquist 


DIRECTOR EMERITUS 

John Kittredge 


DIRECTORS 

STATE DIRECTORS 

Ted Barrett 

Myron Emerson 

John Kiley 

James Rolston 


Maine 

Geoffrey Dean, Jr. 


New Hampshire 

Sylvia Johnson 


Vermont 

William Chisamore 


Massachusetts 

Jan Dyroff 


Connecticut 

C. John Ferreri 


Rhode Island 

Richard Lavimodiere 

© 

NENA NEWS EDITOR 

John D. Mullen 

P.O. Box 383 

Newtonville, MA 02160 


MEMBERSHIP 

Mary Mullen 

P.O. Box 383 

Newtonville, MA 02160 



YN ACTIVITIES COORDINATORS 

LEGAL ADVISOR 
NENA MEDAL COORDINATOR 
NENA HISTORIAN 
CONVENTION COORDINATORS 

CONVENTION PROGRAM ADVERTISING 
CONVENTION SPEAKERS COORDINATOR 
CONVENTION RAFFLE SALES MANAGER 


Larry Gentile 
Duncan Maclean 
Jon Melick 
Robert R. Heath 
Jan Dyroff 
Tom Lacey 
Andrea Lacey 
Alvan Jones 
Bill Johnson 
Barbara Jones 


DID YOU KNOW THAT. . 


NENA NEWS , the official newsletter of the New England Numismatic 
Association, is mailed bulk mail, third class, and, in accordance with 
postal regulations, cannot be forwarded? This might explain why some 
members have received one of our first-class special mailings, such as 
the convention schedule or the NENA Medal Order form, but have been 
missing some issues of NENA NEWS . If you have moved recently, or will 
move in the near future, please send a change of address to NENA, P.O. 
Box 383, Newtonville, MA 02160-0003. 

All NENA Board of Director meetings are open meetings? Any member 
is welcome to attend; just drop a note to Bob Fritsch or the NENA box in 
Newtonville, MA to confirm the date of the next meeting, or check the 
listing of the Board members in this issue - you will probably recognize 
the name of a collecting friend in your area, and can give them a call. 


NENA NEWS is the official 
publication of NENA, the 
New England Numismatic 
Association. It is published 
quarterly and mailed to all 
members of the association 
in good standing. For 
information about NENA or 
this publication, write to: 

NENA NEWS 

P.O. BOX 383 
NEWTONVILLE MA 02160 

NENA NEWS 
ADVERTISING RATES 

FULL PAGE $50 

HALF PAGE $35 
QUARTER PAGE $20 
BUSINESS CARD AD $10 
INSIDE FRONT OR BACK COVER 
$55 

Prices are per insertion for 
camera ready copy only. 


Dues notices and membership cards for 1996 will 
be mailed in late January. Return envelopes will 
be enclosed for your convenience. As always, we 
encourage members to contribute to the NENA 
Past Presidents Fund which supports our Young 
Numismatists activities at our annual convention 
when sending dues payments. NENA Life 
Members and those members who have paid 
1996 dues will not receive notices but are 
welcome to send contributions to NENA Past 
Presidents Fund, P.O. Box 383, Newtonville, MA 
02160. 


WANTED 

U.S. Engraved 
Award Medals 

Issued by schools, colleges, 
agricultural and industrial societies, 
mechanics, associations, life-saving, 
political, historical, city and town, 
military. Write: 

Stan Steinberg 
Box 512 

Malden, MA 02148 
(617) 396-7410 









PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS 


One of NENA's goals for this year is to get ANA's Money Talks 
radio spots on some New England stations. These award-winning shows 
are approximately three minutes in length, and present a variety of topics 
about money. NENA members Bill Jones and Arthur Fitts are frequent 
contributors to it, and Bill recently won an award for one of his scripts. 
Congratulations to him for this accomplishment. 

The show is intended to be played on NPR (National Public 
Radio) and BRN (Business Radio Network) stations. It is totally free to the 
station (program managers like that), and can be downloaded from a 
satellite. As far as I can tell, there is only one BRN station in New 
England that carries it. This is unsatisfactory and we must do something 
about it. 


The key to getting Money Talks on the air lies with the member 
clubs. NENA as a regional association has no real clout with a radio 
station manager. However, local clubs within the listening area do have 
a large amount of influence over what is broadcast. The main thing that 
is needed is a measure of commitment to accomplish the goal. 

So I call upon member clubs to choose a local NPR or BRN radio 
station and request that Money Talks become a part of their regular 
programming. Maybe you will have to mount a letter writing campaign by 
your members. NENA has requested promotional packages for this 
program from ANA, and they will be sent to each member club upon 
receipt. We can certainly write letters to help your efforts, but it is up to 
you, the clubs, to make it happen. May 1996 be your best year ever! 


Bill Jones’ award-winning script is reprinted below: 
Transcript No. 708, June 21, 1995 


Bob Fritsch 


THE CONNECTICUT TERCENTENARY COMMEMORATIVE 
HALF DOLLAR 
By Bill Jones 


Would you hide your most valuable documents in the hollow of an 
oak tree Probably not-but some of the founding fathers did. 


You probably remember that the early colonists in New England 
included the Puritans. As their settlements grew, the Puritans became 
concerned that they didn't have a charter from the English government to 


colonize the Connecticut area. Their concerns grew, when Oliver 
Cromwell's government, which had been very friendly to the Puritan 
colonists, was replaced by a royal government under King Charles II. 

In 1662 the Connecticut Puritans sent a delegation to England for the 
all-important charter, which they received. The colonists felt secure until 
King James II assumed the throne three years later. King James wanted 
to combine all the New England colonies into one and call it the Dominion 
of New England. He appointed Sir Edmund Andros to be governor of the 
region. One of Andros' duties was to confiscate all the charters that had 
been granted, and for this reason, he met with the Connecticut colonial 
government on the night of October 31,1686. 

Legend has it that when Andros asked for the Connecticut charter, 
which had been brought to the meeting, all the candles in the room were 
blown out. During the confusion that followed, a Connecticut loyalist 
grabbed the charter and raced to an old oak tree, where he slipped it into 
an open crevice. When the candles were re-lit, the charter was gone and 
Andros went home empty-handed. Over the next two years, the charter 
remained in the tree, which became known as the Charter Oak. It was 
removed only when King James was deposed in "the Glorious 
Revolution." 

The Charter Oak was believed to be over a thousand years old. It 
remained standing until 1856, when it was blown down in a wind storm. 
Later, the venerable oak was immortalized in a painting that served as the 
inspiration for the Connecticut commemorative half dollar that was issued 
in 1934. 

This has been "Money Talks." Today's program was written by Bill 
Jones and underwritten by the nearly 30-thousand members of the 
American Numismatic Association, America's coin club for over a century. 
"Money Talks" is a copyrighted production of the American Numismatic 
Association, 818 N. Cascade Avenue, Colorado Springs, CO 80903, 
719-632-2646, ana@csdco.com. 
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THE STONE MOUNTAIN COMMEMORATIVE 
HALF DOLLAR 

by Bill Jones 


Every United States commemorative coin has a story to tell, but the 
history surrounding the 1925 Stone Mountain half dollar is one of the most 
interesting tales in U.S. numismatics. The legislation that authorized this 
coin rekindled a debate that had started before the end of the Civil War, 
and the project that it partially funded would remain incomplete for more 
than 30 years. 

Mrs. Helen Plane was a charter member of the United Daughters of 
the Confederacy (UDC). For some years, she supported an idea to 
establish a Confederate monument at Stone Mountain, which is located 
15 miles east of Atlanta, Georgia. Her plan called for a 70-foot high 
statue of Robert E. Lee that would be carved into the side of the 
mountain. 

In 1915, after she was elected president of the Atlanta chapter of the 
UDC, Mrs. Plane convinced other members of the group to ask sculptor 
Gutzon Borglum to do a feasibility study. Borglum reported to the ladies 
that a 70-foot statue on Stone Mountain "would look like a postage stamp 
on a barn." The artist told them that an appropriate project would cost 
$3.5 million and would take ten years to complete. Borglum drew 
sketches of Confederate leaders riding horses around the mountain and 
presented his ideas at a UDC meeting. 

Although some UDC members were horrified at the cost of the 
project, others worked to make it a reality. In 1916 the owners of Stone 
Mountain granted a conditional deed to the UDC for the face of the 
mountain and ten acres of land around it. The site would become the 
property of the UDC if the organization completed a suitable monument 


within 12 years. The following year, the UDC chartered an independent 
organization, the Stone Mountain Confederate Monumental Association, 
to manage the project. 

The Stone Mountain project was in trouble from the start. Before 
work could begin, the United States entered World War I. During the war 
all nonessential activities were curtailed, and the project was delayed until 
1923. After the project began, Borglum found more challenges than he 
had imagined. No one had ever attempted a sculpture this large before, 
and even drawing an outline of the figures on the face of the mountain 
posed significant technical difficulties. 

Borglum's original plan had called for three main statues: 
Generals Robert E. Lee and Thomas "Stonewall" Jackson and 
Confederate President Jefferson Davis, all on horseback. Behind them 
and around the mountain, the plan called for hundreds of Rebel soldiers. 
By January 1924 Borglum's men had carved Robert E. Lee's head into 
the side of the mountain. On January 19 a group of dignitaries, including 
the governors from several southern states, held a luncheon on a 
banquet table set on top of Lee's hat, which was an indication of the size 
of the carving. 

In the meantime, the UDC held many fund raising events to 
finance the project. These events ranged from bake sales to gala balls 
at which participants contributed money and made pledges. Local 
politicians lent their support by filing legislation for a commemorative half 
dollar that would be sold to raise funds. 

Although the Civil War had ended almost 60 years before, many 
northern politicians were opposed to the idea of a coin that honored the 
valor of Confederate soldiers. Some people admired Lee and Jackson, 
but many viewed Jefferson Davis as a traitor. For that reason, Borglum, 
who also designed the half dollar, omitted Davis from the coin. 

This did not satisfy the critics. The final legislation stated that the 
half dollar was issued in honor of the soldiers of the South for their valor 
in the Spanish-American and First World Wars, but made no mention of 
the Civil War. A rider to the bill added that the half dollar would also 
honor the late president, Warren G. Harding. Since neither Harding's 
name nor image appeared on the finished coin, this last provision was just 
a sop to the northern politicians. The legislation authorized up to 5 million 
pieces, but less than half that number were struck. From this, 1 million 
coins were returned to the Treasury and melted, leaving a net mintage of 
1.3 million pieces. 

This large melting was not due to a lack of effort to sell the coins. 
Some pieces were sold for high prices in widely-publicized auctions. Many 
Stone Mountain half dollars were bought by the Coca-Cola Bottling 
Company of Atlanta and other southern corporations and banks. These 
companies sold some pieces for a dollar each, gave others to favored 
customers, and released some coins into circulation. A small group of 


coins were counterstamped with state abbreviations and serial numbers 
and were sold as local souvenirs. Today these unusual pieces command 
high prices from a tiny, but dedicated group of collectors. 

Although Borglum was making progress, the leadership of the 
Monumental Association questioned his work. They charged that the 
sculptor was not supervising his crews properly. It was also claimed that 
Borglum had misjudged the size of the sculpture and that the entire 
project was in jeopardy. Borglum angrily denied these allegations, and 
countercharged that the leadership of the Association was 
misappropriating funds. Overtime the differences between Borglum and 
the Association became more heated and more public. In March 1924, 
Borglum resigned from the project and destroyed his models and 
drawings. 

Borglum’s replacement, Augustus Lukeman, was left with an 
impossible task. First Lukeman decided that Borglum’s work was fatally 
flawed. This forced Lukeman to remove everything that Borglum had 
done and begin again. Now the 12 year deadline, which had seemed so 
far away, was a major concern, and funding was in short supply. Despite 
Lukeman’s efforts, the Stone Mountain project was halted in 1928 
because of the conditional deed and a lack of funds. For many years a 
rusted scaffolding sat before an incomplete sculpture. 

Although Borglum failed to complete the Stone Mountain memorial, 
it did not mark the end of his career. In 1927 Borglum began his 
masterpiece at Mount Rushmore in the Black Hills of South Dakota, 
which was completed by his son in 1941. In 1991 the United States Mint 
issued a set of three commemorative coins that honored the 50th 
anniversary of this national landmark. 

Although proposals were made to resume the Stone Mountain 
project, nothing was done until the late 1950's. In 1958 the state of 
Georgia purchased the Stone Mountain site and 3,200 acres of land 
around it. In 1963 the state asked Walter Hancock, a Gloucester. 
Massachusetts sculptor, to develop a plan to complete the work. The 
sculpture was finally completed by Roy Faulkner, a Georgia craftsman. 
Faulkner’s crew used thermo-jet torches that operated at temperatures 
of up to 4,000 degrees to complete carving. Using this technology, one 
craftsman could complete more work in a day than 48 men could do in 
a week using hammers and chisels. The completed sculpture was 
dedicated on May 9, 1970. Today the Stone Mountain memorial is the 
centerpiece of a cultural and recreational area that has become the 
largest tourist attraction in Georgia. 

The Stone Mountain half dollar is one of the most collectable of the 
“early" commemorative coins. Because of its relatively high mintage, this 
attractive coin sells for $30 or less in the circulated grades, and a choice 
Mint State-64 coin has a catalog price of only $90. 
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STONE MOUNTAIN, GEORGIA 


WRITING FOR NENA NEWS - ARTICLES WELCOME! 

The staff of NENA NEWS thanks this issue’s contributing authors, Bill 
Jones, Tom Rockwell, and Bob Fritsch, for their enjoyable and interesting 
articles. We encourage all readers of NENA NEWS to submit original 
articles, stories, and other items of interest to the NENA membership. 
Articles may be of numismatic or general interest, and should be 
submitted to NENA NEWS . P.O. Box 383, Newtonville, MA 02160. 










COLLECTORS AND COLLECTING 

by Bob Fritsch 

(c) copyright 1995 by Robert F Fritsch 

[This article is derived from a presentation that Bob gives to clubs upon 
request] 

This article is about collectors and collecting. It is a subject dear to 
the hearts of us all, as we ARE collectors, and this association is directly 
concerned with collecting. It is in our blood and in our being. We could 
no more live without collecting than live without food. 

Every member of NENA collects coins, because that is the reason 
for our Association. But I am willing to bet that just about everybody 
collects something else also. I myself collect patches, cigarette lighters, 
and hats of ships that I have been on. And that is only one item; I used to 
collect stamps also. 

We collectors are special people. We dedicate our lives to creating 
a collection, often to the chagrin and mystification of our loved ones and 
associates. They just can't understand what is so important about a 
bunch of stuff. We attempt to explain but cannot convey the basic 
message that it is very special stuff indeed. 

Which brings us to this article. It is not the usual thing you read in 
this forum. It is not concerned specifically with numismatics, although 
numismatics is part of it. But so are philately, post cards, cigarette 
lighters, Superman memorabilia, and ceramic villages. In other words 
it is about collectors and their collections in general. After all, collectors 
are pretty much the same except for the items they collect. 

This article will first discuss collectors themselves and try to define 
why they do what they do, what makes them gather all the wonderful 
things that are the subject of their fascination. Then it will explore what 
makes a collection, and what differentiates a collection from a pile of 
stuff. Research in this area is thin, and many of my references date back 
to the Forties. As a result, I have come up with my own definitions and 
classifications. 

So what is a collector really? Webster defines a collector as "one 
who collects." Hardly a revealing definition, is it? Let's analyze a collector 
to come up with our own definition. 

I think that a collector is a person who has a very high degree of 
curiosity one who wants to find out about things. So does a scholar, but 


a collector differs from a scholar because the collector also wants to own 
the objects of his fascination. The collector desires to make order out of 
something where there was no order before. A collector is independent 
- it matters not what others think of this collection; the collector is going 
to keep on doing it until the fascination fades or death cuts short the 
collecting efforts. They have been bitten by a bug, and once that 
collecting bug bites, it is impossible to ignore the compulsion. 

Why do we collect what we collect? Larry Freeman, in his book 
One Collector's Luck, says that "the roots of collecting are the roots of 
man himself." First, he says, the only kind of collecting was "surplus food 
and materials for shelter. With the growth of society, other substitutes for 
these primitive means of security were developed." Freeman gives five 
motives for collecting: 

1 Valuable objects can "keep the wolf from the door"; 

2. Desire for distinction and power among one's fellow men; 

3 Secure a measure of immortality; 

4 Need for momentary escape from everyday existence; 

5. Desire for knowledge. 

Most of these items are self-explanatory, but let's take them one at a time. 
We all want to find a bargain and we all want our collections to appreciate 
in value. The hard reality is that the numismatic market has been steady 
or declining for several years now, and we cannot look to our collections 
to keep us from economic disaster. They may have a lot of value, but 
investments they are not, as we have all learned the hard way. However, 
in my case at least, the cost of an item is secondary to the thrill of the hunt 
and the feeling of accomplishment of adding a desired object to one of 
my collections. I submit that most collectors are in it for the collection 
itself - art for art's sake. 

Very rich collectors can use their collections to give them 
distinction among their peers, and even to achieve immortality by having 
their collections bear their names in a museum or similar institution, or 
even in a high-priced auction. Look at Bowers & Merena catalogs if you 
don't believe me But down at the pure collector level, we are in it for the 
sheer enjoyment of the pursuit. If you disagree with this statement, then 
I question your status as a collector ! The benefits of the pursuit are 
many. It does give us needed escape, or fill empty hours after work (such 
as they are), and it does give us knowledge, lots of it. The last is the icing 
on the cake, one of the things that make it all worthwhile. 


Finally, Freeman points out that collecting is a desirable pursuit 
which enriches rather than degrades the human race. All art is 



enrichment, and what is collecting but an art when done properly? And 
what strikes our hearts more than viewing a well-organized collection of 
anything, even if we do not have a direct interest in it? 

What kind of stuff do we collect? It can be large things or small 
things, grand things or insignificant things, things that many people collect 
or things that only you collect. I have heard of a gentleman who collected 
trains - real ones. His collection became the core of "Steamtown, USA" 
in Pennsylvania. Some collectors can afford magnificent paintings by 
famous artists, or antiquities many thousands of years old. In this 
Association, all of us collect coins and probably many other things. Each 
of us has a different niche in numismatics. People collect NENA Medals, 
Early American coppers, Civil War Tokens, Indian Cents, Morgan Dollars, 
wooden nickels and many other things. Sounds like a diversified list 
doesn't it? But they all have one thing in common: They are important to 
the person who collects them. I myself could care less about casino 
tokens, but there is at least one active society dedicated to them. 

Think you have an unusual collecting interest? Odds are, there are 
others who collect the same thing, and there could well be a club 
dedicated to that item. An article by Henry J. Pratt in the November 1992 
edition of The American Legion called "Trinkets and Treasures" listed a 
few: International Correspondence of Corkscrew Addicts; The Society of 
Inkwell Collectors, Peanut Pals (Mr. Peanut stuff), and the Spark Plug 
Collectors of America. I have a wooden nickel from the Organization of 
Collectors of Covered Bridge Post Cards, with a Springfield, IL phone 
number. There is a guy at work who collects ceramic Dickens Villages. 
I myself belong to several mainstream numismatic organizations, in 
addition to two wooden money clubs, an elongated coin club, and one 
dedicated to Mardi Gras Doubloons, which some of you may remember 
from an earlier talk. Maybe I collect clubs also. 

Since we have talked so much about things that are collected, it is 
time to examine what a collection actually is. Again, Webster's definition 
leaves much to be desired: "Something collected; esp. an accumulation 
of objects gathered for study, comparison, or exhibition or as a hobby." 
However thin that definition may be, there is good stuff in there. Note that 
it says that there is a specific purpose to an accumulation that makes it a 
collection. 

An accumulation is merely a gathering of similar objects. The word 
itself is from the French word "to heap up." When I was stationed in 
Japan in the late Sixties, I had a three-pound coffee can that I would 
dump all my Japanese change into when I came back to the barracks 
each night. At the end of my tour, I took the best coin of each type and 


date from that can and kept them. At that point, it ceased being an 
accumulation and became a collection. That was my beginning as a coin 
collector also. As for the rest of the coins, I spent them on a great 
three-day going-away party. 

I would imagine that just about all of us have accumulations at 
home that are potential collections. I have lots of refrigerator magnets, 
but they are just stuck on the fridge with no particular effort at organization 
or classification. They are an accumulation, but could become a 
collection with a little work. I have a collection of Japanese matchbooks 
(if I can ever find it) that I picked up over there. I have done nothing with 
them except assembling the collection with the intent of doing something 
with them in the future. That is one of the differences between an 
accumulation and a collection. 

Since there are so few references about collections, I have come 
up with my own sequence in the development of a collection, a taxonomy 
if you will. In order, the steps are Accumulation, Organization, Research 
and Knowledge, Focus, Refinement, Completion, Dissemination, and 
finally Exhibition. 

We have already talked about Accumulations, so I won't repeat 
it. However, I do feel that most collections start with an accumulation of 
stuff, and when enough is gathered, the collector begins to Organize and 
Classify it. This presumes Research if the job is to be done correctly, 
even if it is looking up an item in the catalog. And from Research comes 
Knowledge, THE MOST IMPORTANT BENEFIT FROM COLLECTING 
THAT I CAN SEE Knowledge is for life, and the mere act of building a 
collection means a building of knowledge. The collection may disappear 
but the knowledge stays. At this point, let's say there is just a small 
amount of it. 

At some point in these initial efforts comes the decision to collect 
only certain things in the accumulation, and that is what I call Focus My 
main collections are coins of countries I have been to. However, with the 
recent proliferation of "Collector only" Non-Circulating Legal Tender 
coins, I have focused my collections on Circulating coins of countries I've 
been to, and forget all that other junk. With Focus comes more 
Knowledge. 

Once Focus has been determined, the collection can be Refined 
by adding missing pieces and upgrading existing pieces. Add more 
Knowledge. If the collection is focused narrowly enough, Completion is 
the eventual goal, then another collection can be started. Some 
collections, though, are so broad in their Focus that they can never be 



completed. My Foreign collections are a good example. As completion 
nears and another collection is contemplated, a new gathering of material 
and knowledge is needed. 

Concurrent with Refinement, the collector can use the Knowledge 
collected and write a book about his specialty or give a talk on it. This is 
Dissemination. George Mallis is an excellent example. Not only did he 
write the definitive reference on Morgan Dollar Varieties, he is an expert 
on coin scales and weights. But you don't have to be a real expert in your 
field to write about it. Many publications are crying for articles and will 
accept nearly anything that is reasonably written and researched. NENA 
News is one of them, as is TAMS Journal, The Numismatist, and just 
about any other club journal. All it takes is a sharp pencil and a sharp 
mind. 

Ultimately, perhaps the collector wants to show it off in an Exhibit. 
This requires a large degree of organization and artistry. Again, many 
organizations are in need of exhibits and give nice prizes to all 
participants. In NENA, we recognize the need of the collector to exhibit, 
and our need to have something to show the general visitor what the 
hobby is about. Our Annual Conference and Convention stress the 
exhibits as they are vital to our hobby. If you have ever seen any of my 
efforts, you know that it can't be that hard. I'll bet that most of you here 
are certain that you can "do better than that." So what's stopping you? 

This process is ongoing and wraps back on itself. Research and 
Knowledge are present at every stage. Attractiveness and Arrangement 
of the collection are very important and are dynamic throughout the life 
of the collection, but are incidental to the main collecting process itself. 

So that is it. There are several important points that have been 
brought out here. Collectors collect because it is in their blood, and it 
serves several basic human needs. Each collection is unique to its 
collector. What is collected is not the true issue of collecting. The true 
issue is that the activity of collecting brings knowledge and organization 
where there wasn't any before. It also creates knowledge, knowledge, 
and more knowledge. 

The evolution of a collection can be illustrated as follows: 
Accumulation -> Research and Knowledge -> Organization and 
Classification -> Knowledge -> Focus -> Knowledge -> Refinement -> 
KNOWLEDGE -> Dissemination -> Exhibiting. 



MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 7 NENA BOARD MEETING 


Meeting called to order at 10:10 A.M. by President Bob Fritsch. The 
minutes of the previous three meetings - the August 1995 meeting, the 
Board meeting at the convention and the General Meeting at the 
Convention -- were summarized by Mr. Fritsch. They were accepted as 
summarized. There was no treasurer's report as Bob Anderson was not 
at hand. 

Membership: many people joined at the show; membership remains 
constant at around 450 - 500. The Southbridge Coin Club has rejoined 
and been reinstated. 

Under correspondence: 1) a laudatory letter from Art Kay, a California 
coin dealer; 2) from R.K. Burke on NENA medals available from him; 3) 
from Ed Rochette on NENA. Mr. Fritsch reported on Helen Carmody's 
letter of July. 

Show Report - generally successful. Small bumps in procedure need to 
be resolved, such as door prizes, case removal. Mr. Lacey will have a 
concrete proposal for 1996 by the next Board meeting. 

Next year planning: A volunteer is needed for raffle chairman. Exhibits 
need to be encouraged and judging procedures need to be revised; a 
personal approach at the club level might be productive. Show cases: 
NENA has 60 available. Mr. Lacey moved that the case rental moneys 
be used to restock supply with new cases -- this year case rental yielded 
$185. Mr. Lacey's motion carried. Advertising: Al Jones suggested 
flyers to clubs; no increase in rates for next year, except if the ad copy is 
not camera ready and needs to be set up. Souvenir cards: Mr. Ferrari 
proposes a banknote from Maine. There will be an increase in the cost 
of paper stock; we should order 100 to be sold at $4 each. NENA 
Medal: there will be a call for designs in the NENA NEWS - subject: 
New England, numismatic, or both -- deadline December 15, 1995. 
Copies of submitted designs will be sent to Board members before 
decision meeting. Young Numismatists: there was a 5% increase this 
year. There was an open question regarding silver service medals -- 
whether these are to be given only to elected Board members or to all 
who sit on the Board. It was proposed that a plaque be given to the Lead 
Recruiter (the person who signs up the most new NENA members for the 
year). The next meeting will focus on the show contract. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Dyroff, Acting Secretary 


HIGH DENOMINATIONS 

by Thomas P. Rockwell 


Over the course of the ages many countries have gone through 
periods where it has been necessary to devaluate their currencies 
resulting in their issuing currencies with higher and higher denominations. 
Just as an example, let’s take the country of Brazil in South America: 


1 cruzeiro 1942-1967 

1 new cruzeiro = 1,000 old cruzeiros 1967-1985 
1 cruzado = 1,000 new cruzeiros 1986-1989 
1 new cruzado = 1,000 old cruzados 1989-1990 
1 cruzeiro = 1,000 new cruzados 1990-1993 
1 cruzeiro real = 1,000 cruzeiros 1993- 
1 real = 1 US Dollar 1994- 

So, 1 real of 1994 is equal to about one trillion cruzeiros of 1967. 

Yogoslavia is now in the process of an inflation: 

1 new dinar = 100 old dinara 1965-1989 

1 new dinar = 10,000 old dinara 1990-1992 

1 new dinar = 1 million old dinara 1993 

1 new dinar = 1 billion old dinar 1994- 

Following World War 1, Germany went through an inflation and 


finally issued notes of 5 billion marks. The father of one person I knew, 
who came from Germany, would be paid twice a day because the 
currency was being devalued so fast. He would be paid in a bushel 
basket full of notes and then not be able to buy anything because there 
was a food shortage. 

The country of Greece at one time issued notes denominated at one 
billion drachmas. 

Bosnia-Herzegovina, a new country, has already issued notes of 10 
billion dinar. Then they revalued their notes in 1993 so that one dinar 
equalled 1 million of the previous notes. 

In the United States in 1954 a check was drawn for $4,177 trillion 
dollars for use by the Treasury Department. 

However, no matter how high the denominations go, the country of 
Hungary, in 1946, went through a devastating inflation! When all the dust 
had cleared, at the end of July in 1946 the denominations were of 
astronomical proportions ! Imagine getting a piece of paper money worth 
100 trillion pengos! 100 quadrillion pengos! 100 quintillion pengos! 
Well, hold on to your hats, because the final high denomination was 
equivalent to a 2 with 29 zeroes after it! Previous to their inflation, a 
pengo was worth 18 cents in the United States. And, if it had still been 
worth that in 1946, then you would have the equivalent of your weight in 
diamonds several times over! 




MINUTES OF THE DECEMBER 2 NENA BOARD MEETING 


The regular meeting of the New England Numismatic Association Board 
of Directors convened at 10:10 A.M. Saturday 2 December 1995 in the 
Sterling Room of the Royal Plaza Hotel in Marlborough, Massachusetts, 
with President Robert Fritsch in the chair. The vice president was present 
and the Treasurer was excused. The following Board of Directors 
members were absent and excused: Chisamore, Dean, Dyroff, Ferreri, 
Sylvia Johnson, MacLean, Melick, Jack Mullen and Jim Rolston. 

The treasurer's report was distributed and voted. In response to a 
question as to why the balance in a certificate of deposit appeared lower 
in the October report than the prior report, it was explained that the 
interest accumulated in the certificates of deposit is issued by check, 
which is subsequently deposited in another NENA account. The Board 
accepted the automatic payment of the 1996 ANA Dues. The minutes of 
the October 7 meeting were accepted with corrections. There are two 
new members and one new life member, and no one has dropped from 
membership. 

The President's address to the Board concerned "Money Talks" and will 
be printed in the next NENA NEWS. Correspondence: letter with kudos 
for NENA NEWS received from Bowers and Merena. Phone call from Art 
Kay was reported; he praised the show. Angelo Rosato of the Elongated 
Coin Club requested information from NENA. Letter received from 
Clayton Sherry, designer of 1995 medal, thanking NENA for his medal 
set. 

It was moved and voted that the configuration outside the bourse hall fro 
1996 would be as follows: Registration table and backup table just inside 
the glass door and wall. The guard will be stationed opposite the 
registration table. NENA will pay the charges for audio visual equipment. 
It was voted to accept the 1996 convention contract as presented by Tom 
Lacey as modified by the change in the location of the registration table. 
It was voted to have Tom Lacey open discussions with an auction firm for 
the 1996 convention. 

It was voted to accept the President's nomination of the following people 
as appointed Board of Directors members: Lawrence Gentile, Sr., Robert 
R. Heath, William T. Johnson, Tom Lacey, Andrea Lacey, Duncan 
MacLean, Jon Melick, John Mullen, Mary Mullen, Al Jones, and Barbara 
Jones. It was voted to award silver medals to every board member, 
whether appointed or elected, every two years. 

Report on NENA Medal design: Board members will be sent copies of 


design entries. The deadline for submission of designs has been 
extended to 20 December 1995. We have three designs as of today. 
Raffle: Ted Barrett has volunteered as chairman, and Barbara Jones as 
salesperson. Advertising for convention booklet: rates will remain the 
same as 1995 except inside front and back covers will increase to $60, 
and an additional setup charge of $25 will be assessed if copy is not 
camera ready. The 1996 souvenir sheet will have a Maine theme. 

No new business. 

For the good of the organization: kudos to board member Jan Dyrofffor 
his article in "The Numismatist." 

The next meeting will be on Saturday 13 January 1996, same time and 
place. Tentative meetings are also scheduled for 9 March and 11 May, 
1996. Meeting adjourned at 12:06 P.M.. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Carl W. Lundquist, Vice President 

NENA MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

Membership in the New England Numismatic Association remains at 
about 500, a combination of Regular and Life Members, Junior Members, 
and Club Members, both Regular Club Members and Life Member Clubs. 
As noted in previous issues of NENA NEWS , our quarterly publication, 
our members are not only in New England, but across the country from 
the east coast to the west, from Florida and California to Canada. A full 
report of our geographical range will appear in the next issue of NENA 
NEWS . While we recognize that our regional focus has been in New 
England, we have been enrolling more and more members from New 
York, New Jersey, and several other states as a result of our annual 
shows -- and our requirement that dealers at our annual convention 
bourse must be NENA Members. While some may question this 
requirement, we at NENA believe that membership in our organization 
should be part of a dealer’s committment to contract for a table in our 
bourse area. We have been very encouraged to note that many of the 
dealers who have signed up as NENA members as part of their table 
contract have become active supporters of our organization, and have 
helped to spread the word that NENA as a regional organization of 
collectors, dealers, and clubs is alive and well in the 90's. The alliance 
between NENA and Tom Lacey, a professional show promoter, has been 
an example to other regional associations -- it is possible for collectors 
and dealers to work together in an environment which promotes and 
nourishes our shared interest in numismatics. Thanks to all of you. 





CLUB MEETING TIMES AND PLACES 


BLACKSTONE VALLEY COIN CLUB, Blackstone Municipal Center, Fire 
Dept. Meeting Room, Blackstone, MA. Meetings third Tuesday, 7 P.M. 

BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, Woman's Club, 72 Columbus Street, 
Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Tuesday, Sept - June, 8 P.M. 
For Information: (508) 687-2888 

CENTRAL CONNECTICUT COIN CLUB, Manchester National Guard 
Armory, 330 Main Street, Manchester, CT 06040. Meetings first Tuesday 
Sept - June, 7 P.M. For Information: (203) 529-0715 

COLLECTORS CLUB OF BOSTON, Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings fourth Tuesday, Sept - June, 
8 P.M. For Information: (508) 687-2888 

CURRENCY CLUB OF NEW ENGLAND, Woman's Club, 72 Columbus 
Street, Newton Highlands, MA. Meetings second Monday September, 
first Monday Oct. - June, 8 P.M. For Information: (508) 687-2888 

GATEWAY COIN CLUB, Ballard Hill Community Center, Corner 
Pleasant and Main Streets, Lincoln, ME. Meetings first Thursday, 7 P.M. 
For Information: (207) 794-6833. 

GORHAM COIN CLUB, Luther Bonney Hall, Room 209, University of 
Southern Maine, 37 Anson Road, Portland, ME. Meetings third Tuesday 
7 P.M. 

GREATER NEW BEDFORD COIN CLUB, Andrew Dahill V.F.W., Park 
Street, New Bedford, MA. Meetings second and fourth Sundays, 7 P.M. 
For Information, Everett Booker, P.O. Box 2991, New Bedford Ma 02741. 

MANSFIELD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, Mansfield Center Library, Rt 89, 
Warrenville Road, Mansfield Center, CT. Meetings fourth Monday, Sept 
through April (Except December) 7:30 P.M. Annual Coin Show in March, 
Dinner/Donation Auction in December. For Information, Call (203) 429- 
6970 (6 - 9 P.m.) 

NASHUA COIN CLUB, Chandler Memorial Library, 257 Main Street, 
Nashua, NH. Meetings second Monday, 7 P.M. except June and 
October. 



NEWPORT COUNTY COIN CLUB, Howard Johnson's Lodge, 351 West 
Main Road (Rt 138 at Two Mile Corner), Middletown, Rl . Meetings 
second Tuesday, 8 P.M. For Information: Walter Clavette, P.O. Box 3, 
Newport Rl 02840. 

PAWCATUCK VALLEY COIN CLUB, Neighborhood Center, intersection 
of Routes 1 and 2, Pawcatuck, CT. Meetings third Wednesday year 
round, 7:30 P.M. For Information: David Barbone, (860) 599-1571. 

SOUTHBRIDGE COIN CLUB, Franco American Veterans' Hall, Chestnut 
Street, Southbridge, MA. Meetings first Friday, September - June, 7:30 
P.M. 

WEST SPRINGFIELD COIN CLUB, Church of the Good Shepherd, Elm 
Street, West Springfield, MA. Meetings second Sunday, Sept through 
June, 7 P.M. 

WORCESTER COUNTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY, Greendale People's 
Church Hall, 25 Francis Street, Worcester, MA. Meetings second Friday, 
Sept - June, 7:00 P.M. For Information: (508) 853-9258 (mornings only) 

TO LIST CLUB MEETINGS AND ACTIVITIES IN NENA NEWS. SEND 
TO: NENA NEWS, P.O. BOX383, NEWTONVILLE, MA 02160-0003 


COIN SHOW NEWS 

SUNDAY, FEB. 25: PAWCATUCK VALLEY COIN CLUB SHOW, 
Neighborhood Center (Junction of Rts. 1 and 2), Pawcatuck, CT, 9AM 
to 3 P.M. (860) 559-1571 

SUNDAY, MARCH 10: MANSFIELD NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 23RD 
ANNUAL SHOW, Elks Lodge, Pleasant St (Rt. 32), Willimantic, CT 
9 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

SEE INSERT IN THIS ISSUE OF NENA NEWS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 17: GORHAM COIN CLUB SHOW, Holiday Inn West, 
Exit 8 Maine Turnpike, Portland, ME, 9 A.M. to 4 P.M., (207) 892-7113 

SUNDAY, APRIL 14: COIN CLUB OF GREATER NEW BEDFORD 
COIN SHOW, V.F.W. Poirier Post, 929 Ashley Boulevard, New Bedford 
MA, 10 A.M. to 4 P.M. (508) 378-9801 








NENA CLASSIFIED ADS 


FREE to NENA Members - a thirty-five (35) word classified ad related to 
numismatics. This is your chance to buy, sell, or trade your coins, 
currency, medals, tokens, books, whatever. . . 

Send your typed or clearly handwritten ad to: 

NENA NEWS, P.O. Box 383, Newtonville, MA 02160-0003 

WANTED - CML WAR TOKENS AND MASS SUTTERS TOKENS: Ohio 
175L -1A; Ohio 1750 -1A; Ohio 200D-1A; Ohio 975K; Ohio 975M; any 
Massachusetts Sutters Tokens. Thank you. William F. Clark, 16 Curtis 
Road, Canton MA 02021-3150. 

NENA MEDALS - WANTED: 1954 and 1994 bronze, 1951 aluminum. 
FOR SALE: 1970 gold plate $10,1971 rose gold $5, 1972 gold plate $5, 
1973 gold plate $5, 1974 bronze $5; please enclose $4 postage and 
handling. Kevin Simpson, 31 Pomona Road, Worcester MA 01602. 

WANTED: Medals, tokens, etc., depicting Lighter Than Air items. Please 
write first. Alvan Jones, P.O. Box 423, Fayville, MA 01745 

WANTED: Articles /stories written between 1870 and 1940 about 
MACERATED MONEY PRODUCTS. From shredded money sold by the 
Federal Government, people made hats, shoes, busts, etc. I would be 
interested in buying any items. Bertram Cohen, 169 Marlborough St, 
Boston, MA 02116, (617) 247-4754. 

B.P.O.E. (ELKS) memorabilia wanted. Postcards, medals, jewelry, 
books, photos, magazines, posters, porcelains. Anything/everything list 
condition/price to: D.M.J. Vernon, 31 Kenton Rd, Boston MA 02130-3342. 

WANTED: Casino chip and gaming tokens collectors from New England. 
Our 1500+ member club is what you're looking for. Write to NENA Life 
Member Archie Black, CCGTCC President, P.O. Box 63, Brick NJ 08723 
for info. 

WANTED: Celluloid advertising mirrors, whetstones, pins, etc., 

especially oval mirrors in good shape. I will pay dearly for these. 
Looking for items 1890-1935. Call Jeff Hall (508) 422-8900. 

FOR SALE: 1957 gold and all six (6) gold-filled NENA convention 
medals in custom holders. WANTED: 1952 gold NENA medal. Send 
inquiry to NENA Life Member R.K. Burke, P.O. Box 1005, Lakewood NJ 
08701,(908) 363-8598. Thank you. 


Auctions by 
Bowers and Merena 

Get Top Dollar for Your Coins! 


WHEN THE TIME 
COMES for you to sell, 
you deserve the best— 
Auctions by Bowers 
and Merena. Whether 
your collection is 
worth several thou¬ 
sand dollars or several 
million dollars, we can 
realize for you the 
highest possible mar¬ 
ket price! Your coins 
will be showcased to our worldwide mailing 
list in our Grand Format™ catalogue, pre¬ 
pared under the personal supervison of Q. 
David Bowers. 

An Unsurpassed Record 
of Auction Success! 

AUCTION RECORDS: It is a matter of fact 
that of the three largest collections of United 
States coins ever catalogued and sold at auc¬ 
tion, all three were handled by 
Bowers and Merena. Of the 
top ten world’s auction prices 
for a United States coin, we 
hold six (our nearest competi¬ 
tors hold two, one, and one 
respectively). 

Financial Integrity: Our fi¬ 
nancial integrity, performance, and 


ethical manner of doing business are unsur¬ 
passed by any other firm. Over the years we 
have sold hundreds of millions of dollars’ 
worth of coins for well over 10,000 collectors, 
dealers, museums, institutions, agencies, and 
numerous other important organizations, with 
every payment made prompdy and in full. 

AWARDS: While we are never content to rest 
on our laurels, it is worthy of mention that 
Bowers and Merena has received more awards 
from the Numismatic Literary Guild, the 
Professional Numismatists Guild, and the 
American Numismatic Association for its 
catalogues, books, and publications than have 
all of our competitors combined. 

WHEN YOU DEAL WITH BOWERS AND 
MERENA, you deal with a firm with an 
unequaled record of success. Let our success 
be your success when it comes to auctioning 
your coins. Whether you have a small per¬ 
sonal collection, or a collection worth $25 
million, when you select Bowers and Merena 
you are assured of getting 
the finest quality 
presentation, the 
finest net bot¬ 
tom line financial 
results, and the 
finest personal at¬ 
tention to your 
needs. Call us—we’ll 
do the rest. 




AUCTIONS BY BOWERS AND MERENA, INC 

BOX 1224 • WOLFEBORO, NH 03894 • 800-458-4646 






NEW ENGLAND 96 

THE 52nd ANNUAL CONVENTION 
OF THE 

NEW ENGLAND NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 


FRIDAY AND SATURDAY 

AUGUST 23 AND 24, 1996 

BEST WESTERN ROYAL PLAZA 
HOTEL 

181 BOSTON POST ROAD WEST (RT. 20) 
MARLBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

(EXIT 24B OFF RT 495 - 1 MILE ON RIGHT) 


CONVENTION COORDINATOR 

TOM LACEY 
TEL: (508)695-1922 
FAX: (508)695-1926 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
ROBERT FRITSCH, NENA PRESIDENT 
P.O. BOX 3003, NASHUA, NH 03061-3003 


